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What do you consider to be the three most important issues the Committee should prioritise during the Seventh Senedd?
What is your highest priority (Priority 1)
The Committee should recommend that the Welsh Government develop and publish a refreshed Ending Homelessness in Wales Action Plan, aligned with the Homelessness and Social Housing Allocation (Wales) Act 2026 and co-produced with people with lived experience of homelessness.
Please explain why this should be a priority for the Committee 
(Priority 1)
Homelessness strategies play an important part in supporting policy reform, coordinating action across agencies and sectors, and creating a shared vision for preventing homelessness (Szeintuch, 2024). However, the current Ending Homelessness in Wales (2021–26) action plan has reached the end of its implementation period. Since its publication, the policy and legislative context have evolved substantially through the introduction of the Homelessness and Social Housing Allocation (Wales) Act 2026. A refreshed action plan would provide an opportunity to align strategic priorities with the new statutory framework.
A refreshed action plan should be underpinned by a clear theory of change that links policy ambitions to actions, intermediate outcomes and long-term goals. This would provide a transparent basis for implementation, monitoring, and scrutiny. It would also enable policy and practice to be refined over time in response to emerging evidence about what is and is not working. Linking the theory of change to the Ending Homelessness Outcomes Framework would enable the Welsh Government, the homelessness sector, and the Committee to assess progress in delivering the plan against clearly defined outcomes.
Research on homelessness strategies highlights the importance of collaboration with a wide range of stakeholders when developing them (Lee et al., 2018; Szeintuch, 2025). Meaningful involvement of people with lived experience and front-line organisations in developing a refreshed action plan would help ensure that strategic priorities are grounded in the realities of homelessness and service delivery. The importance of this grounding was highlighted by stakeholders interviewed for The Homelessness Monitor Wales 2025, who, while broadly supporting the vision set out in the current action plan, identified challenges in translating ambition into practice (Watts-Cobbe et al., 2025). Such engagement would increase the likelihood that policy ambitions lead to meaningful and achievable change.
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What is your second highest priority (Priority 2)
The Committee should recommend that the Welsh Government accelerate efforts to improve the transparency, accessibility, and use of homelessness and housing support data, ensuring that data are used not only for statistical reporting but also for evaluation, research, scrutiny and continuous improvement.
Please explain why this should be a priority for the Committee 
(Priority 2)
Wales already collects a substantial volume of information on homelessness and housing support services, including statutory homelessness data, Housing Support Grant monitoring information, monthly rough sleeping statistics, and data collected by third sector organisations supporting people at risk of or experiencing homelessness, such as Shelter Cymru. Wales is also home to the Secure Anonymised Information Linkage (SAIL) Databank, an internationally recognised data infrastructure enabling administrative data to be securely linked and used for research purposes. Together, these resources provide significant opportunities to improve understanding of homelessness and identify what works to prevent and end it. However, realising this value depends not only on the collection of data, but also on how effectively they are shared and used.
In 2018, Administrative Data Research Wales undertook a feasibility study for the Welsh Government into a new case-level homelessness data collection system for Wales (Thomas, 2018). This work recognised the limitations of existing aggregate data and highlighted opportunities to improve understanding of homelessness pathways, service use and outcomes. Welsh Government has subsequently committed to developing enhanced homelessness data collection arrangements, providing an important opportunity to strengthen the homelessness evidence base in Wales.
International research (Thomas & Mackie, 2020) suggests that effective homelessness data systems should support three complementary functions: 
1. Monitoring and measurement.
2. Research and evaluation. 
3. Operational decision-making. 
Data relating to homelessness should therefore be viewed not only as a mechanism for statistical reporting, but also as a resource for understanding which interventions and policies are most effective at ending and preventing homelessness. 
Greater transparency and accessibility of data, together with increased use of linked administrative data for research and evaluation, would help build a stronger evidence base on the effectiveness of homelessness prevention activities. For example, Welsh Government collects monitoring data from Housing Support Grant-funded services, however, these data are not routinely available to public scrutiny or research, despite providing invaluable insight into homelessness prevention activities being funded across Wales. Such evidence could support more effective targeting of resources, enable the identification of successful approaches, and strengthen accountability for outcomes.
Improving the homelessness data landscape in Wales, including both the availability of data and their use for evaluation and research, would strengthen the evidence base needed to monitor progress towards ending homelessness, while also supporting accountability, learning and continuous improvement across the sector.
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