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Objec)ves	of	the	Research	

1.  Analyse	how	individuals	resident	in	Wales	progress	through	secondary	
school,	into	sixth	forms	and	further	educaDon	colleges	and	on	to	HE	

2.  Examine	and	evaluate	the	development	of	disDncDve	approaches	to	
widening	access	to	HE	by	Welsh	Government	

Funded	with	the	support	of	the	Economic	and	Social	Research	Council	(ESRC)	
and	Higher	EducaDon	Funding	Council	for	Wales	(HEFCW)	

Key	findings	from	
the	research	

Implica)ons	for	
policy	and	prac)ce	 Recommenda)ons	



We	have	created	a	longitudinal	widening	access	
database	linking	4	administraDve	datasets:	
1.  NaDonal	Pupil	Database	(NPD)	for	Wales;	
2.  Lifelong	Learning	Wales	Record	(LLWR);		
3.  Welsh	ExaminaDons	Database	(WED);	and		
4.  Higher	EducaDon	StaDsDcs	Agency	(HESA)	

data	

The	administra)ve	data	



Par)cipa)on	in	HE	
by	age	20	 Males	 Females	

Overall	 30.3%	 38.7%	

Eligible	for	free	
school	meals	 12.0%	 15.4%	

Not	known	to	be	
eligible	 33.3%	 42.5%	

EducaDonal	achievement	(parDcularly	at	age	15)	is	the	
greatest	determinant	of	parDcipaDon	to	HE	

GCSE	
points	

Par)cipa)on	in	
HE	by	age	20	

0-20	 2.6%	

21-30	 5.2%	

31-40	 12.5%	

41-50	 29.3%	

51-60	 55.6%	

>60	 81.7%	

Key	findings	
from	the	
research	



But	once	we	take	account	of	levels	of	abainment	what	other	
factors	are	associated	with	parDcipaDon	to	HE?	

Female	pupils	eligible	for	free	school	meals	are	21%	less	likely	to	parDcipate	in	
HE	than	equivalent	non-FSM	female	pupils	(for	males	this	figure	is	12%	less	
likely)	

Male	‘non-White	Bri)sh’	pupils	are	2½	Dmes	more	likely	to	parDcipate	than	male	
White	BriDsh	pupils	

Males	and	females	are	6.7%	and	7.5%	(respecDvely)	less	likely	to	parDcipate	if	
they	live	in	the	most	deprived	areas	of	Wales	compared	to	equivalent	young	
people	in	the	least	deprived	areas	

But	we	also	find	that	young	people	living	in	the	fourth	quin)le	of	most	deprived	
are	less	likely	to	parDcipate	than	those	in	the	20%	most	deprived	areas	–	the	
effect	of	Communi)es	First	policy	for	WA?	

Key	findings	
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Schools	

But	there	are	other	important	ins)tu)onal	effects	

Key	findings	
from	the	
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Access	to	what?	

HE	
Par)cipa)on	

First	
Degree	
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Access	to	what?	

Odds	of	
aRending	HEI	

in	Wales	

Odds	of	
aRending	‘high	
status’	HEI	

Odds	of	
aRending	
Oxbridge	
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Access	to	what?	

Reten)on	in	Higher	EducaDon	
•  Prior	aRainment	has	the	greatest	effect	
on	HE	retenDon	

• No	relaDonship	between	most	socio-
economic	indicators	and	retenDon	

• Males	are	23%	more	likely	to	withdraw	
than	equivalent	females	

•  Those	studying	in	Wales	are	13%	more	
likely	to	withdraw	than	those	who	study	
elsewhere	

University	

Key	findings	
from	the	
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How	widening	access	policy	is	understood	

1.  InequaliDes	in	educaDonal	prior	achievement	
2.  InequaliDes	in	admission	to	higher	educaDon	
3.  InequaliDes	in	higher	educaDon	outcomes	
4.  InequaliDes	in	knowledge	of	higher	educaDon	

IdenDficaDon	of	target	groups	for	widening	access	
•  IdenDfying	under-represented	groups	depends	on	the	above,	but	is	
hindered	by	lack	of	reliable	data	

• Trade-offs	between	convenience	of	measures	to	target	parDcular	groups	
and	robustness	with	which	they	capture	under-represented	groups	

• Severe	limitaDons	of	area-based	approach	to	idenDfying	target	groups	

Implica)ons	for	
policy	and	
prac)ce	



Widening	access	to	what	
• Variety	of	qualificaDons	in	HE	(ranging	from	NVQ	Levels	1	to	6)	
• Difference	between	entry	qualificaDon	and	exit	qualificaDon	
• Access	to	heterogeneity	of	higher	educaDon	landscape	(and	rest	of	UK)	

Implica)ons	for	
policy	and	
prac)ce	

OrganisaDon	of	the	widening	access	‘system’	

• EffecDve	collaboraDon	required	between	stakeholders	(naDonal	policy,	
regional	partnerships,	HEIs	in	Wales,	departmental	admissions,	
CommuniDes	First,	schools,	FE	sector,	HEIs	in	other	countries	of	UK)		

• Tension	between	the	supply-side	and	demand-side	of	widening	access,	
intensified	by	liberalisaDon	of	undergraduate	recruitment	and	cross-border	
mobility	

• Assessing	impact	of	widening	access	acDviDes	is	essenDal	to	the	
development	of	their	effecDveness	



Implica)ons	for	
policy	and	
prac)ce	

We calculated the average GCSE 
and A Level scores of Wales 
domiciled students in Higher 
Education 
 
Across the three cohorts there 
were… 

7,203	students	
with	above	

average	A	Level	
scores	did	not	

go	to	HE	• 70%	of	these	had	below	
average	GCSE	scores	
• Over-representaDon	of	FSM	
students	

2,329	students	
who	had	above	
average	GCSE	
scores	went	on	
to	have	below	
average	A	Level	

scores	

7,703	students	
with	below	average	

A	Level	scores	
parDcipated	in	HE	



Where	should	responsibility	for	Widening	
Access	exist?	

Greater	and	beber	use	of	data	
for	Widening	Access	

This	could	be	achieved	through	a	na)onal	
strategy	(of	Government,	HEFCW,	schools,	FE,	
Reaching	Wider	Partnerships	and	HEIs)	using	
the	Unique	Learner	Number	

Superior	targe)ng	of	poten)al	
WA	par)cipants	that	is	
transparent,	based	on	
achievement	and	potenDal,	
reliable	and	more	efficient	

Further	nuanced	
interven)ons	and	admissions	
arrangements	that	can	be	
tailored	to	parDcular	groups	of	
WA	parDcipants	

More	robust	evalua)on	of	
WA	strategies	and	
intervenDons	that	allows	for	
comparisons	with	similar	non-
WA	parDcipants	

Beber	monitoring	of	WA	
students	through	their	Higher	
EducaDon	to	ensure	WA	sees	
parDcipaDon	and	progress	as	a	
single	phenomenon	

Future	
DirecDon	of	
Widening	
Access	

Recommenda)ons	
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