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ANNUAL REPORT

*

INTRODUCTION

* There is @ prevalent feeling that the increasing concern of the Central
Government and of Local Authorities in the work of social reform, as shawn
in such measures s the Edueation Act, 1944, the Marional Health Act and
MNational Insurance Act, will sfle voluntary action and make unnecessary
the continued exi of vol ¥ zati Today there are not
wanting indications—in the public statements of Ministers, in the actlons af
Local Authoricies, und very recently in the trenchant challenpe of Loed
Beveridge's Report on * Voluntacy Action *—that so far from this being troe,
there is a deepening conviction that valuntary action must seill be an important
force in the life of this country, whether in it existing forms or in 2 more
closely inteprated form with stronper sanctions than were possible formesrly ™

Since this was written in our 1947-45 Report, Lord Samuel has initiated
in the House of Lords (June 232nd, 1944) a debate npon * Voluntary action
for Social Progress.” The debate aroused great interest, and we consider
it of such importance that we present to all our members the summary
published by the Naticnal Covncl of Social Service. Not the least important
avowal was that of the G - Lord Pakent who gave
“the most deliberate, solemn and wholehearted assurance of helief in the
necedsity of voluntary action and of the determinatd the G
o encoumpe it The report is a heartening document and ane thae shoold
atir every member of our Cooneil like & tale told in a chimneyside corner.

Another document we wish to bring to the knowledge of our members
ia the artached reprine of an article in the ** Times ** for Saturday, June 8th,
1849 “ Social and Cultarsl Life in the Countryside.”

The validity of the phrmse, * Changing Warld,” s strongly evidenced in
the history of our Council. From {934 to 1939 it was chiefly concerned with
the slleviation of sncmployment and distress, with the attempt to bring
encourgement and resource to those who through no fault of their own
found life arid and purposeless.  From 1930 to 1945 this gave way o the
urpency of the ifnld probi tiom, shelter,
moral sepport.  The aftermath of all these problems is still with ps and as far
28 In ug lies is being met,

Tt is of the utmost importance to pay tribute to the two Authorities of
Gl and C: hen who with end ding und, we are glad to feel,
with conviction of the valee of cur work of informal edecation in their areas,
have sided us generously with grants.

The grant of the Ministry of Education aids us ro establish Communi
Assodations where women and men, young and old, married and unmarried,
may find in and theough a lively system of informal education, relief and
insplration in their daily round,




Now an ncreasing concern shows Dself with the cternal riddle of the

ryside, s irs the of it values

and the support of its economy. On the rural side the Development

Commissioners charge us with the manifold concerns of the rural areas and

aid us to fulfil that charge especially theough the Rueal Community Councils,

‘There are five in Wales, thres more have just been recognised by the Development
Commission and snather is in process of formation,

1n addition, the (_smosglc United Kingdom Trust (whose Secretary, Mr.
James Wilkie, M.A, FR B, will addeess aur Anaual Meeting) looks 1o us
and aids us 1o foster interest in Music and Dmma throughoue Wales,

The seetion on Finance gives a record of other Trosts and of Voluntary
Bodies who support the Coungil’s work.

These are Government, Local Authority and Truse aids, and the way in
which the Council justifies its charge is shown in the reports by the vanous
officers of the Coundl that follow, There remains the essential need of
voluntary individual aid, The springs. of benevolence are incvitably Jess
fertile than ever before, but there are movemeénts that cannot be allowed to die.

WOMEN'S CLUBS
Through the grants made by the fate Local Educarion Auth

we were able to continue our full pmgm.mm: of activitics in the Women's
Clubs, In Glamorganshice, thers are 78 uctive ciuby, and in Carmarthenshire
eight elubs, with a total membership of about 3,000, New clubs are in the
process of Formation, and there are also eaquiries from interested groups in
other Local Authority aress.

The clubs are self-governing units, and the chclw: of activiries is ﬂ:ll:u owa,
All elubs, however, have reirular | in and |
and the exhibition of entries in the Annual E’m‘_:lx]ﬂx! held this year at Briton
Ferry, was highly praiseworthy, Inteeest in these basic subjects was further
stimulated by the hnldmg of one-day schools in Dressmaking and Fruie-bortling
in readiness for the winter, Many of the club members are keen choristers
and ardent supporters of the Club Music Festivals and Inter-Club Congerts,
Dramatic production becomes increasingly populse, and theee was keen
comperition for the honour of staging one-act plays at the annual Pesdval of
Deama, held at the Pavilion, Porthcawl. Eight one-act plays were presented,
and there was o ooticeable improvement in the seandaed of production and
individnal performance. ' Lecturés on topical subjeces” were velg' pulir;
and there were pood audiences for the speakers and ﬁ[ms provide EF?:IY thi
Ceatral Office of Information.

A recent survey shows that the \‘-'omens Clahs r.nkr: a full part in the life
of their community, Most of them are represented on Local Commirtees
such a3 Howsing, Maternity and Child \\c’:xfam where specialised knowledge
and experience are of valne. There arc club members serving on Local
Authoritics such as Parish, Ruml and Urban Diserict Councils. . Charitable
waork is done by way of Appeals for Cancer Research, Welfare of the Blind
Merchant Navy, and Barde of Britain Weeks, and much help has been given
with the distribution of food parcels for the sick and needy, Three clubs
regularly cepanise outings and entertainments for the old people of their
districs, and for arphan ehildren, One of the clubs is acting as the pioneering
and promoting group for the establishment of a Ccrmmun:q‘ Centre in its
village.




‘The clubs nre flvqu:mi}' usud wisitors wha are studying social conditions,
and whao are sp Department, the British Council,
ar by the University of Vhirs In this way, visitoes from as far afield as
Nigeria, Tanganyika and Canndn were made welcome, and theie studies
assisted,  University students taking the Social Science Cotrse lso made visits.

The iack of suitable premises plays a big paee in fimitiag the scope of
Women's Clob work. Many of the groups have to meet in quite unsuitable
premises, and much of the club equipment needs repair or acement, The
Loeal Eduestion Authorities have helped with the loan of schoolreoms, but
these have not always proved quite suitable for this particolar work, Bur,
in spite of these handicaps, there is evidence of much interest and keenness
in the Women's Club movement,

MEN'S CLUBS

The position in respect of men's clubs has not abtered matesially during
the year.  Activities vary in different clubs and the character of these seems
o depend to & great extent upon the guality of leadership which is available,
Some of them are Fortunate in having committecs with vision of what a club
should really mean in a neighbourhood. In such cases they have devefoped
into small community centres, and are referred to in the section of the seport
dealing with that aspeet of our work,  Tn others, it is clear that if they are ro
develop into “all round * clubs and not merely centres for indoar recreation
of various kinds, a 1 isation will be ¥

The most popular activity, other than rececational, is craft work. Sreps
are I:u:mg taken to arouse interest in drama and music and it is hoped thas joint
men’s and women's groups will be established in some of the chlis

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS AND COMMUNITY CENTRES

In September, 1948, a Conference convened by the British National
Committee of the International Conference on Social Wark, in association with
the Mational Council of Social Service, was held in Lomdon.  Our Councl
wid represented and there were representatives from 46 national erganisations,
five povernment departments and a aumber of individuals interested in vasious
phases of social and welfare work, including a number of visitors from
overseas,

One of the ropics for discussion was  the place of wob associntions
in relation to community work for youth and t% in urban and rural areas.”
A group was formed to consider this subject and ro report its findings to the
Conference.  Much of the discossion centred around the relationship betwesn
the local authorities and the voloatary bodies in view of the provisions of the
Education Act of 1944,

The practically unanimous conclusion was that in consequence of the
pressuse of other work, local authorities might realise that they could ot
tackle the whole task am’l might be prepared o make use of voluntary bodies.
They would, it was felt, recognize the contribution that volentary bodies could
mnk‘]:m: community work and might be expected to Jeave & definite share in it
W 5




The group then discussed wherher volunrary bodies themselves fele that
they had a place in chis field of work, and if w0, why, There was peneml
agreement that they had such o place wnd the memhbers could aor foresee s tme
when this would noe be the case. The majority felt, however, that the
coumhuuon they could make was different in kind from that made by sttatory

& 10 Eorm and cenrres, was

p,{meLh from below, from the people wha themselves would share in the life

the gronp, and noc samething fmposed from above, [t was emphasised

chat whilst rﬁe work of the s:tarumx} hndm in thN field was of immense value.

it was only * through d cups, hiodics, rhln the
mase of the people could obain uppo(rumuns fior practical citizenship.™

It was agreed thar beeause of their aatuze and their grearer freedom w do
ploncer work of various kinds, the voluntry bodies were of espeeinl value
10 the ity, and to their I “This view bas since been authori-
matively recognised and it aow remaing 1o be seen whether it will be accepred
by local ot .Er;rﬂll.‘! in whom so much power has been vested,

There are encouraging signs that it will be so recognised, Dhering the
year under review, the movement to mnh]:sh f,ommmnn Centres .md
Community Associations in Wales and X has made il
progress and, with some exceptings which it would be jdle to ignore, there
has been mxd.ml c}npcnmcm eween our Council and the local authorities
At the time of writing three meetings have been convened by statutory bodies
0 consider the questian of commuaity ceatzes in their areas and representatives
of this Couneil have been invited to attend.  There is every likelibood of many
similar meerings being held in orher places in due course.

In the London Conference referred to earlizr, reference was mude to the
survival of clubs from the period of mass-unemployment in South Wales. This
survival may be taken as evidence of o need n.nrJ. as, at least, 2 partial answer
o the question put forward in some quartees, * do the people want Community
Centres 7™ One thing is quite clear, that the provision of such a centre and
its ultimate success will depend om the interess of the penple in the neighboor-
hand where a centre is proposed,

One of the duties upon which the Couneil s cm;ng:d. is that of () finding
out where there is & need and desire for Community Centres, and (5) uhn_e
such steps 45 are open o it to satisfy this need. The first 'ﬁ“w has been
o our own clubs. It is clear thar if they are to coatinue 1o be of real service
to the neighbourhaod in which they are situated, they muse develop int
centres open o all residents and not to one section only.  Generally speaking
the reaction of the best clubs has been favourable and they are now, in effect,
Community Certres.

The other approach has been to call together represenmarives of viriois
arganisations engaged in welfare work, with the ohject of forlu:ﬁ 1 prolp
which would undereake the of the 7 af their
arighbaurhood, how fir those needs are being met and what further steps can
he taken in thar directon—in other words, the formation of a Comimunity
Association,  In every such case it has been made clear that sucha bady should
include repretentatives of the Local Edueation Autharity and the Local
Aurhority,

Dr\rhrpmr_ul in this direction is bound to be pradual.  New ideas ke
some time 10 ger over and there are often local prqud.loes 10 be overcome, before




an * Assocition " can be formed.  Even after it i formed there are practical
difficulties to be surmounted before a Community Centre can be esmablished,
‘The chief of these is the finding of a suitable building. Those places where
there s an empty building which can be zd-lplad for the purpose are foreunate,
and grant aid s available for the and It
izin rh:ﬁ connection that =0 many of gur club premises prove invaluable and
ion ntil such time as the provision of permanent
and ideal prr.-mmq becames possibile,

There are numerous other difficultics 1o be overcome, and the Conneil has
been able to give helpful advice to many groups anxiows o develop along
Community Centre lines

THE COUNTRYSIDE

* The truth is that the rural exodus i censing, bas even in favourable places
hetmame & return to the land,  There i more liveliness in the villages, well
based on the old fondness for the countey scenc and the good sense of
communities in touch with elemental things and thoughis."*

Soctal legisladon durng the last rwo decades has made progressively
available physical and practical anmenities in the form of adequare warer supply
and satisfactory sewerage systems, good roads, regular refuse collection,
eleceric light and telephones,

The Dev ment Commissioners, the Camegie United Kingdom Truse
and the varions Veluntary Organisations have done much to develap the general
cultural amenities of rural life as is shown in the above smtement from one of
our preat eye-witnesses of the rueal scene.

The following sections of the report show how under the infloence of these
hodies the work of the Council in this respect is earried on.

RURAL INDUSTRIES (Wales)

Any organisation selected by the State ro preserve and enhance mical
Industries must needs have many and varied connections.  This bas been found
wery troe in the case of the Rural Industrics Burcau. Eswmblished at & tme
when rural life, in all its aspecrs, appeared o be declining, when agriculture,
the mainstay of all life, was st @ very low ebb and when the voung life of our
couniry was seeking its existence in the towns, the Burcan was faced with the
problem, not only of assisting the fow trades which existed, but of endeavour
o revive those which had been well nigh forpotien, A review of those early
days, only tends fo. Cmphﬂ!l,.’;f the very mebdahl: task the Burean h«d
undertken, Tt was i | that for the
of the wark there would have to be focal points of contaer throughour the
countey.  The bodics appointed to maintin these contacts were the Rurl
Community Councils, where such existed, Where this was not the case, the
parent hady of the R.C the Nationa) Coundl of Socal Service, assumed
responsibility, and in Wales the Welsh Council of Social Service,

The fusction of the Ronl Community Councils in their telatinn to rural
industries work, i= two-fold : (#) the careving ocut of the app'ovod
policy, ks ser by the Rural Indwstries Coundl, in relation o existing rurl erafis;
1#) the exploring of further avenues of development, The machinery for the
implcmmur_ion of the policy is simpl.e The B.CCos employ Rural Industries
1 by the Rural Indastrics Furean,
and the *al:n mrf ||dmimstrm:rm costs nre covered by a ‘Treasury Grant.

* Sir W. Beach Thomas,




In Wales, which for the purpose of administration is divided intoosix arens,
frour Rural Industrics Crrganisers are employed by R.C.Ca as follows <
Cacrmarvanshire B.C.C. covering the counties of Cagronrvon and Anglesey:

covering

Connry i '
Merionerh and Radaorshire.
Pembrokeshite R.C.C. eovering Pembeoke and - Cardigarshire.
Menmouothehine R.C.C. covering Monmouthshies and Glamorgan.
The i counties of Denbighshire and Flintshire in the North, and
Carmarthenshire and Brecoashire in the South, are covered by two
Rural Industries Organizers employed by the Counel of Soeial Service
tar Wales and Monmouthshire.

The Orpganiser makes direct personal contact with each craftsman in his
ares and ascertaing his needs.  He'is then in s position to sebmit all applications
fiar dssl ta the approgri Sy of the Burcau a5 the rechnical
ndvisory body. These services are varied and expert technical adwvice is
wenilable on:

Engincering ;

Woodworking ;

Clay Indusery (brickmaking and pottery) ;
Saddlery ;

Book-keeping and Costing ;
Textiles;
Boar Building.

With the continued expansion of the work, the Roral Industries Buresa
appointed in 1964 five Ates Officers to net in direct linison berween the Burean
and the respective bodies in each arss. A Welsh Agea Office was established
in 1046 with « resident Arca Officer for Wales, Based on this office are the
Welsh Textile Adviser and the Book Keeping and Costing Officer for Wales,
It is anticipared that the appointment of & Designer, for the Welsh Textiles,
also 4 Wondwarking Instencror, will soon follow.

There are three travelling Instructors in Wales, who pive mition in
axp-accrylene and are welding, tactor and Bindes mainteasnce. Al instruction
is on an inerant principle, 5o that craftsmen seeeive the training in their own
warkshops, under their every-day conditions. The number of Certificated
welders in Wales following this training, &5 206,

T enable craftumen to equip theit workshops 3o as to be able to cope with
modern demands, the Rursl Industries Equipment Lean Fund was ereated
in 1960 and later the Warkshop Loan Fund to cmble better premives o be
serup. The Bouipment Loan is interest free, for a perind of two yeats, and the
Wurﬁabup Lo is a1 4 3 per cent intefest rate, Jiaang are now available
ter bath the Welsh Textile and small Boar Building Industries. The value of
equipment supplied in Wales theough the Eguipment Fund is 20353, T s
creditable o report that Welsh crafrsmen have responded favourably to all the
services offerad by the Bureau




Reports feom the six Organisers from Wales, oaly tend to contiem thart there
have been revolutionary changes in rural life, and the best of the craftsmen
have been alerr to sense the chapge and o ndnp: themselves accordingly
There remains, however, the oft-mentioned problem of the deacch of apprentices
to the rural trades, and after all herein lics che only certainty of the survival
of any esaft. ‘There is need to emphasise the value of eraftsmanship as much
a8 of University education,

Rural Wales is very deficient in the supply of clectricity. Were this
condition improved, warkshops eould be e more attractive o the young
cnftsman,

VILLAGE HALLS

The National Council of Social Service has done excellent pioncering work
in establishing village hall schemes Far communities of less than 4000
inbabitants. 1t was enabled to do this theouph geants and interest-free loans
fram funds provided by the Carnegic bn:u:d Kingdom Trust, and by the
Treasury on the i aof the Devel L&

The Carneggie Trust Fund ser aside for this work has now been exhausted,
and the Minister of Edocation has announced his willingness to consider
support and approval of Local Education Authority Grants, and of other
cxpenditare involved in securing the provision and maintenance of Villape
Hsll-s He is also prepurad 1o make direct prants under the Physical Training

jon Act to loeal ive o tawards the capital cost
nf Village Hall schemes in Rural Aress. The applhications for grants in respect
of cupital ceizt of the provision and extension of yilkage halls are tg be formnlcd
o the Ministry of E via the Loeal E
The procedure to be adopted by 2 ﬂ]hgc representative committes conten-
plating o village hall scheme is

() Chonsing of site—if the frechold cannot be obtamed: 4 long lease will
normally be required,

(i) Obtain approval of site from the appeopriste Planning Authority,

() Ascertain from the County Education Authority whether it i prepared
tor approve the scheme.

{d} Where food-producing land i involved, it is essenrial o obtain the
approval of the Rumal Tand Utilisation Eificer.

{r) Obmain the services of 2 solicitor to drw up the necessary deed of
conveyance and rrust deed, Tt is advisable to use the N C.5.8. Model
Trust Deed, beeavse the Village Halls must be settled upon Charitable
Trusts satisfaceary to the Ministry of Educaton.

{ /) Consultan Architect and obtain plans and specifications of the proposed
building. If these are accepted he MII he required to provide
Btemised estimares of costs and invite tenders;

{g) Complets the necessary {orms.

It should be noted that no contrictunl obligation can be entered fngg n
amlu pation of & grant from the Ministey, and the Central Land Board has
irs policy in respect of the ussessment of development charges, New
\‘IJ]M,C Halls will be assessed at ane quarter of howsing value, whﬂcv:u
housing value is fess than Four times nﬁrnc:drumi value, which will be the
case in the vast majority of instances; and the charge will be practically nll,




Al the work of advising, guiding. etc.. comes under the acgis of the RC.C,
Secrctary of Rural Officer of the Welsh Couoncil and it is always advisable w0
contact the Welsh Office or R.C.C. Secretary in order 10 obtain the nccessary
wilvice and puidance. The respective officers are able to ohein professional
advice from the N.C.5.8. Headquarters, as all forms, legal documents and plans
are submitted to & professional body of men at the London office of the
N.C85 for their considered opinion before delivery to the Education
Authority for submission to the Ministry of Edocarion.

Many Village Hall consmittees in Wales have secomulated funds varying
from 400 eo L1400, and an average population served would be 400, It is
essential that the local group continues tm raise money, a5 local initiative and
interest for a hall can only be measured by the mosetry results shown,

There are now about 300 Village Hall schemes.  Some are well advanced,
nthers st an carly stape of development,  The greater number aim at pecmanent
Luall only ut temy ¥ 5, G i tend to be p istic and
discouraged in face of those difficultics thar inhibic progress, but in the frain
pood though slow progress is being made.

THE PARISH

‘The problem of the rehabilitation of the ruzal sreas is not one of merely
introducing new industries or even of building village halls and sacial centres.
In truth, the introduction of cermin industries might well go a long way
rowneds destroying the traditional life of the countryside.  Schemes for adding
to the amenities of the roml areas will have little effecr unless a spirie of
Independence and selfreliance can be fostered among the inhabitants of the
countryside,  And it is this spirit of self-respect and interest in theit own affairs
which has developed to so marked a degree among people living in the ruml
areas during the last decade or 8o, There are undoubtedly o number of factors
responsible for this, amang them the new sense of imparmnce engendered in
the agricufural community a5 & result of their greater economic importance
in the life of the naton,

But whatever may be the influence of these other factars, we can claim with
justice thar the exisrence of the National Associatlon of Parish Councils has
broughe about & great change in the life of the countey districs.  Up to a few
vears ago, the Parish Councils, whase setting up in 18924 stirred up high hopes
umongst all frlends of the countryside, had not realised these hopes; E
dusing the last few years something like & fevolution has taken place in the
field of local poverament in the rural areas, Parish Councils have acquired
a new sense of dignity and self-respect and are determined o seek extended
pawers while making cffective use in the meantime of those they already possess.
Parish Council elections, which used to be mme affaits of an aoquiescent mecting
raising fts hands in favour of 3 few big farmers and other Iocal magnates, have
developed into lively ¢ontesss around public issues. The Parish Councils
have raken an active part in | ing lool iti ally willage halls
and playing fields. Banded rogecher in a national body wi[ﬁ‘thausmds of other
Parish Councils they have acquired a new confidence, especially as théie national
representatives have won the sympathy of the Government, and made theit
voices heard in high places,




In no part of the country has the Association of Parish Councils made
grester progress than in Walss. The people of Wales have long-established
traditions of voluatey action and democmtic inidative, as witness their
saerifices, unaided by State help or private bescfaction, tm build ap a national
system of cdueation, The same spisit has led o the growth of strong and
influenlal Assoclations in most of the thirteen counties of Wales, All the
six counties of North Wales are now oganised in County Associati while
in the rest of Wales only Cardigan and Radnor are a5 yet without one.  Out
of 4 toral of 650 Parish Councils and Parish Meetings in the twelve counties
for which we have smtistics, 365 are members of the different County
Asaocintions.

“Thete iz no conceivable problem facing dwellers in the countryside which
has not been tackled By the different County Associstions and brought o the
norice of the higher authoritics concerned, often with o considerable messure
of success, Questions of telephone facilities in the rural arcas, hetrer and
more frequent bus services, electricity, water supplies to the farms and villages,
planning, and the effects of the closing of rural schools upon the life of the
cauntryside—all these questions and many mone have been discussed by the
varinus County Associations and followed by action aften with very satisfactory
results.

Another valaable service performed by the County Associations 18 to act
43 an informarion bureau for the individeal Parish Councils, which tend more
and more to turn o the Associations for legal and other advice upon their
various prohlems,  To-expedite this service and to selicve the burden on the
National Association in London many County. Associations have appeinted
their own bonorary legal advisers,

The Denbighshire County Assoc has been insttumental in raisig
ane question with national implications, The County Education Commitee
prepared 1 memorandum on the Mational Health Service in its application
to the rural aress. which eontained & number of valuable suggestions. This

d deals with probb eommon to roral arcas throughout the
country and i= now being considered by the National Executive Comemictee.
Anather success for the Association is the readiness of the Welsh Federation
of Local Aurhorities to socept, in response ta the request of the Denbighshire
Association, the County Associatipns in Wales to membership of the
Federation, This claim has been conceded in principle, and rhe practical
details age now being worked out, The same Caunty Association also prepared
a memorandum an the Recommendations of the Boundary Commission in o
far a8 Wales was concerned,

Ancther Important activity is that of propaganda and educarion, and many
of aur Area Committees hold lectures and schoals on vasious aspects of Joeal
government,  Some of the County Assoeiations also publish bulleting,

The hane of public fife in Wales has always been the fack of national enity,
and the tendency of the nation to split isto North and South.  Our County
Associations are determined to end this dualism, and the next important stage
in our development is the setting up of = Welsh body to unite all the County
Assoclations in our Country, so that thet cn discuss problems common to
Wales and, within the Framework of the National Association, desermine
upnn & eommon policy for the Welsh Parish Council.  This question has
been discussed in peactically all the County Assoctations in Wales and general




agreement has been arrived ar on the principle of an all- Wales body. This
will come up for fnal decision dising the Annual Meeting of the Natioaal
Asgociation in London where o special meeting has been arranged for the
eepresentatives of the Welsh Connty Associations.

‘The achievermens of this unity on an All-Wales basis will form an important
landmark in the development of our movement in Wales and enhance yeill
further the influence prestige of the Parlsh Council oz the anc unit of Jocal
government which is close o (bhc people, and best able 1o vaice their interests
and aspirations, Ts o wur]d where the lendmcy i perhaps necessarily and
inevitably towards don and larger units the Parish
Council remnins the ciradel of loeal effort and veluntary endeavour, and the
unit of a real democracy in the countryside.

Nawber of Parish Cisncilr i
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MUSIC AND DRAMA

The Carncgie United Kingdom Trust with symparhetic understunding
of the claiims of Wales awards a grant to the Council =0 that it may acr as its
agent for the promotion of County Music and County Drama Committees,

Musie,
It will be of interest here to state the Music policy of the Trust,

The beginnings of the present music palicy of the Camegie Trost go back
10 1927 when a small experimental grant was made to the Joint Committee
of the National Federsation of Women's Tnstitutes and the National Council
of Social Service. The soccess attending this and other rmusical schemes
sponsored by the Trust led o the splmmmm( of a Committee under the

irmanship of Lionel Hitchens in 198, m collect evidence from musical
mgnha:lans and to advise the Trust on the further development of its music
policy. The ort of this Committes was issued in 1939, Despite the war
the Trust decided o impl the rec dations of the Hirchens
Committee, In 1941 a national music adviser was appointed and large Funds
were made available to 1:: administered through recognised county music
ook the form of grane for specified
music activitics and lmn.nml aid towards the appointment of county music
organisers.  [n 1045, the same policy was muintained, excepe thar sctivizies
were reduced while the finuncial for the apy of
was increased.




The Trust has now | s i i for the gquing
HIH-15955, Activities grants will cease am-_r 4600, Crganisers’ appointments
alrcady existing will be pliced on o diminishing grant scal And any new
:Efpnlmmmu will be considered only on a Ave-yesr plan, ie., full grant for

ot years, two-thirds for the fourth year and one-third for the fifth and final
year. In the meantime, the Trust has undertaken to maintsin, until 1955
ot least, their central office and advisory serviees st IUh Glougester Place,
Londos, W

Drama.
Dharing nnr yrnr under n~_-ucw the Couneil has carried out an intensive
ad d of desma in Wales.  Earlier
in the year rh,:: IJmc(or cmw:ntd a conference of representatives of voluntary
nrganisations and of individuals interested fn drama sad pther cultueal activiries,
The Conference, which met at Curdiff on June 11th, 1968, waswell attended and
enthusiastic, ‘The Divector explained thar the phject of the meeting was to
form a Drama Associnion for Wales, The Council's Constiturion made it
competent t0 act up auch an Association and to deal with deama on 2 national
basis, The Association, when formed, would be a Gommittee of the Council
acting under the Council’s legal Constitution.  To enable the Association to
function efficiently it would be necessary to appoint o full fime pepaniser of
drmmn for Wales, The Council proposed to approach the Carneple Trust for
& prant enabling them to make such an appaintment.  After discussion the
Conference passed the following resolution :
“ Thar this conference constitutes irsclf a5 4 Drama Association for
Wales and Mosmouthshire and that the Council’s officers convene the
first mesting of the Association in the early Autumn.”

This meeting was held at Sk it o N ber 2ich,  Attendance
was disappoining and it was m.n}:I passible lu repart progress. [t was understood
that the Carncgic Trost is unable t make a grant owards the salary and
Expenses of 4 Mational Oreganiser.  Other measeres are being considered and
it nay be that tlle swift development of the Ruml Community Couneil movement
in Wales will pid the formation of such o Narinnal Association,

A panel of advisers has aguin been called upon 1o meet the demand for
lecrures, criticism and practicn] sssistance. The toml number of advisory
wisits for the period was forty-one.  Requesss for advice have heen mer
whirever possible but it has not been easy ro mees requests from the rural
arcas. It is fele thar advisoey visits are more necessaey in the case of rural
companics than in the case of companies situsred in the industial areas: The
former have to rely almost entirely on their own local resources while the lacer
etjoy the privileges provided by County Drama Leagues, It is eminently
desitable that funds should be svailsble to enable the Councl o extend its
advizory service into the tural aress,

Dramia Tours

The Council has fiur sume yeirs arganised o toue of Welsh drama in North
and South Wales, und rhis vear it was decided ro tour South Wales: The
tour was acranged in conjunction with the Ars Council of Great Britain and
the Miners® Welfare Commission, The Company was again a cially
selected one—Chwaryddion v Genhinen—and the producer was Mr, D,
Haydn Dawies. The play performed was & teamlation by Me T. Rawland
Hughes of * The Late Christopher Bean,” by Mr. Emiyn Williams.




Sixreen performances were given and resched u high stndard, The tour
proved chat theve is still 0 demand for Welsh Deama and that dn astured
audience is available.  The best qudiences were obmined in the places where
the loeal commitrees had carried out their work cfficiently but in a few places
there were indications that the local work had not been earried oot conscien-
tinusly with the resule that audiences were adversely affected.  Some incentive
will he offered on’ futare tours 1w these local committees;

The chedce of play was frequently eriticised,  For future toues the writing
of new plays should he encouraged. or plays might be especially comimissioned,
for in tru's way the funds now being “pendurun rrnshation work could be
diverted to encourage the writing of a special play for the touring company.
Thus playwrights wold have the grear inducement of sssured performances
of their plays under Exvaurable conditions.

Schools and Courses.

Great interest in Drama has heen shown in the Women's Social Service
Clubs snd new deama groups kave been formed, With & view to helping
them 2 number of Drama Schonls have been beld on Acting and Production,
Such enthusiasm was shown thar it was decided to hold a Dfama Festival
ance mote at the Pavilion, Porthcawl, on May 2%th.  The preliminary rounds
were beld in April and six clubs were jelected to play at the Festival. There
was o marked impeovement in standard and the Festival was g very successful
event,

This year it was encouraging to note that all plays selected had been
recommended by us,  Advice is given to the clubs on choice of playe and if
would be a preat help if advisess during acrial rebearsals eould assise them on
poines of prodection ;. more ambitious plays could then be arempred.  Costume
plays for instarice might be produced and the cost would not be erear if the
costumes were made by, the bandierafts section of the Women's Clubs;,  In this
sway there would be combined two of the activities of the Wemen’s Clubs
and it will be very interesting o see the result at nexe year's Festival.

There is 4 very heavy demand for onc-act plays for women from the
Women's Soeial Service Clubs and this s being kept in mind when ordering
new additions to the library.

The Drama Library

The Drama Library, compeising over five thousand copies of plays, is
supplving the demands of numerous drama Jovers in Wales, and the number
of pluye taken oot in sets and single copies numbesed some thousands doring
the pase vear, The spread of the hiring was highest in the three fiallowing
counties—Gl i hghire and Carmarthenshi

We are consmntly besieged with demands. for new plavs and il the liboary
sorvice is to be mainmined adeg . new addit should be made yearly,
It should be remembered when ordering that the amageur player’s preatess
seed B oa play with one set throughowt, which is noe too ambitions, and
which demands u cast with o distribution in the tegion of four men and six
women, Advice has been given on choice of play, and comprehensive
eatalogues compiled ro assist sodieties,

Heavy demands have been made on the Stape Curtains wnd Lighting
Eguipment, but this year we have not been shile to meet all demands 25 our
equipment has been in constant use during the Drama Tour, [F we aze to
arganise 3 tour each year and meet the demands for e:l{uiprngﬁl from dramatic
socieries, separate equipment should he purchased and set aside for the tour




PLAYING FIELDS

Firm in their beliel that the provision of Playing Fields wday is a necessity
and not merely somerhing o be desired, the Council has been glad to under-
take the office of Regional representative of the Nationsl Playing Fields
Association in Wales for another twelve months perind.  The Couneil lias
thus encouraged and advised many organisations in respect of their schemes
fr the provision of playing ficlds scrivitics and bas fully sepported all applica-
tions for prant aid to the Ministry of Bducation. 1t is gratifying 1o teport
that many new schemes are being launehed in all pars of the country E& w
testify that never hefore hove Local Authorities and Voluntary Organisations
chown geeater interest in the provision of recreational facilities. We are
confident that this interese will be maintained and that important developments
will tuke place, so long as the G i b local effare
by giviag grants-in-aid 1o spproved schemes.

Regular and close contact has been mainuined with all County Associations,
In eounties where County Associations have not yet been formed the Council
Tas maineained a full advisory service throughour the year with the result that
several new schemes are aow near completion and will, no doabt, be the subjeet
of application for grant-aid.

Efforts nre shosely 1 be made o estblish 2 Standing Conference of County
Plaving Field Associations and Sports ISt hrough ¢ principatity.
This meve has the full support of the Natinal Association and will ultimately
provide a much needed consaltarive body for Wales, but it cannot be stressed
wo strongly that there is no desire to set op a scparate movement From the
National Association bat to offer fuller and hetter co-operation in every way.

A quick plance ar the position of the country as a whole shows that our
greatest problem in this ficld of activity & not so much o stimubate or even
encourage s to sssist in finding suitable sites, The technical and legal
Advisory Department of the National Assodiation I onlv too well aware of the
fact thar many af the sites chasen are ton small 10 provide the facilities required
and in this sphere alone the Advisery panel have done really worthwhile work
by inspecting and advising on problems of prepacation and layout.

CITIZENS' ADVICE BUREAUX AND PERSONAL WELFARE

The past year has shown that the decision to continue Clrizens® Advice
Bureaux in the post-war perind has move than jestified ftself, Smaristicil data
may provide some indication of the volume of work which has heen done
during the vear, but they cannot, of themselves, eonvey with any degree of
adequacy whart the services rendered by the varions Bureiux have meant to
those who came o seck puidinee and information; The sympathy and
undesstanding of the persons responsible for the working of the Burcaux dispel
the diffidence which people feel when asked personal questions which ire so
often necessary if these is 0 be proper advice and direction.

The utility of the service to the individual crizen has manifested iself
by the helpful guidance which has heen ghven on the various forms of Statutory
and delegated legislation,  For instance, the number of Acts and Regulations
administered by the Ministry of National Insurance alotie are five : Family




Allowance Act, 1045; MNarional Inswrance Act, 1046 ; National Insurance
(Industeial Injurdes) Ace, 1948; National Health Act, 1946 and the Nutional
Assistance Act, 104R, These five Aces with about 150 or mare Regolatons
will ‘give some indication of the plexity of the probl he necessary
conscquence of new legislation.  Since the **appointed ™ day, July 5th, 1948,
the dumber of engquiries on * Sockl 1 " has bee i i

There has been a considerable incvease in Case-work throughout the
Principality, as apare fiom the domestic and personal problems dealt with by
individual Buresux.  ‘This has involved a grear dead of travelling, interviewing
and following-up, topether with seports and recommendations on individual
cases o Lhclllmily Welfare and other Charirable Organisations.

Srudents from the Social Science Departments of the University Colleges
bave been attending Citiens' Advice Burcaux for observation courses doring
their training.

Practically all the exisring Bureaux in Wales are those which pave such
excellent and worthwhile service during the War years. As the peesent dme
there are over fifty Bureaux; Registered, Assonciated and Local Authority.
In some of these there has been a iderable widening an thent
af the service since the end of the War.  Newport mar be cited as an example,
where 21,246 enquiries were deale with during the year. Other Bureaux in
rural and remote areas have beeome ** ane-tnan ™ bureaux where the voluntary
worker has casried on the work for the sake of the humanitarian service he
or-she is able 1o give to fellow villagers and, more especially, 1o the aged and
infirm. Service of this kind, often involding considerable sacrifice of time
and leisure, has been and siill is invalusble and the sockad worker in this Seld
desetves the highest o tation and

On behalf of the Ladies' Committes of the St David's Society of Brisbane,
Austealia, thirty cases of foodstufts were diseributed by the Counedl wnd
associated organisations 1o aged, sick and needy persons and families throughout
Wales, Many lerters of gratitude and appreciation were received, and were
forwarded o the Society whose members so penerously retin this practical
link with the t land, A further i of twenty cases s expected,
and arrangements for disteibution have been made.

The B.B.C. Children's Hour Annual Cheistmas Appeal Fund has enteusted
the Council with the distzibution of (500 for Invalid and Crippled Children.
In respanse to our invimtion, we arc iving applicatinns and rec &
tions from individuals and organisations, and will shoedy proceed to allocate
seants for such frems s Hobbies, Toys, Entertainments, Outings, etc., which
in not come within the scope of State provision,

THE WELFARE OF OLD PEOPLE

The Mational Assistance Acr, P58, is the final step in the bn’.‘ak-np of the
existing Poor Law, and Lol A it pansible foe its admi

ure cnjoined by the Ministee of Health to have the will and the vision to
sizhstitute & mindern welfare service for one based on out-moded 1:_1rislaqou for
the relief of the destitute, They are furthermore enourged to make full wse
of the many voluntary arganisations working towards the same end, and 10




co-ordinate their work with the Authorites” oomn services, * Any other course
could not fall 10 be wasteful and contmry 1o the best intérests of those whom
the Act is desipned to assist.”

There are in Wales numerous yoluntary bodics sctively concerned with the
welfare of the aged, and much of the work of the Secretary of the Council’s
Old People’s Welfare Commitee has been to co-ardinate their work with that
of the Local Authorities i in the Principaliey, In this ek full and profitsble

s been ing from the Directoss of Welfure Services, now
nppulmcxl under the Act by County and County Borough Councils; with the
resulf that much valuahle work has heen done during the year o implement
many of the provisions of the Act, and to improve conditions gencrally for
the aged. The provision of I{omﬁ and Hosrels &5 now mainly the ctive
eoncesn of the Local A i but the p of I facilities
fior Qild People eontinues to be of primary coneer to valuntary organisations.

Under the guidance of the Councl's Committes, there are three new
County Welfare Committees in process of being established; and more than a
dozen new and virile loeal Old People’s Welfare Commitees are now accive
in theit efionts o estahlish permanent lccfﬂnonal{r:miscs for the sole and
full use of Etheir bocal old peaple.  Thereare in South Wales and Monmoushshire,

Old J\!_E Pensi Y Clubs formed under the auspices
r;t- the ™ Old Age B A " ar " The Fed af Old Age
Pensioners,” They meet peuodu:a]h in Welfare Halls, Institutes, Libraries
or Chapel Vestries, and, since January, the Secretary has been invited to more
than a seore of these Clabs 1o talk to them on the welfase of the aged, and on
other subjects of interest.  This contact has heen of prear value, inssmuch as
these clubs are presented with a newer and wider aspect of their welfaze than i
contained in their narrowly defined efforts at inereasing the weelly rate of their
pensions, In some cases it has tesulted in the formation of & more widely
represenmitive local Cld People's: Commitree determined wpon the more
ambitious project of providing club premises of their own for the daily ese of
all their Jocal old people:

Lectures hy the Secreary o * Old People's Welfare " and all it stnds
for in our modesn social services, have also been given, and tee planned, m
Soeial Service Clubs; Botary and Inner Wheel Clobs, W.Y.S. and Red Cross
Groups, Women's Institutes, the Y W.C. A, Youth Confercnces and o the
Joint Conference of Rural Cisnmunity Council Secretaries and Rural Industries
Ojunisers, therehy establishing a valuable ec-operative link in developing
peactical interest in the Care of Old People, especially in respect of clubs,
meals and home visiations. This phase of the work is to be extended by
similar lectures o be given to stodents of Social Service ut the Cardiff snd
Soanses University Colleges. during the fortheoming academic yeas.

Co-operation with the national movement is being closely maintained
by the 1 of the & ¥ at the of the Natianal OId People’s
Welfare Commiteee, and i1ts Geneeal Welfare Sub-Comumiree ; The Annual
Narional Conference; The Conference of Regional Old I-'ecvp::s Welfare
Committee Secretaries, ete,, ull of which are held in London,

The vyear has been one mainly of pioncer work snd of propaganda in all
possible fields, tangilile results from which should become increasingly evident
s the months go by, with sound foundations well and truly laid,




THE STANDING CONFERENCE FOR WALES OF
VOLUNTARY YOUTH ORGANISATIONS,

In our ke Report reference was made to the fnvitation received by the
above Conference from King George's Jubilee Trust, 1o consider plans for the
estblishment of 2 Youth Camp in Wales, 'The special commites appointed
for this purpose decided, after careful consideration, that 45 such a cxmp was
heing established in Sourth Wales at Kilvrough Manor, Gower, by the Narional
Association of Girs' Clubs and Mixed Clobs, their camp should be located
in Morth or Mid Wales: Several pessible plices were considered and,
eventually, the choige fell upon * Rhowniar,” a modesn mansion wich (1 scres
of frechold geound oceupying o delightful pesition on the shoee of Cardigan
Bay mid-way berween Towyn and Aberdovey, It i within easy dismance of
the sea and the mountains of North Wales and should be an ddeal cenere for
haliday cxmps. The bouse and adjoining buildings can sccommadare forty
guests, and there is ample space in the prounds for mmping under canvas,
‘The gardens, which provide o perfect sermng for the house, ure considered to
he amongst the most beautiful in Wales.

The Councll has conseated o nct as Custodian Trustes of the property,
the running of the camp itself beiny in the hands of o Manspement Committes
selected by the constituent orpanisations of the Standing Conference.  The
Warden appointed is Mr. L. F. Rimbaulr, formerly orpaniser for Wales of the
Bays' Brigade,  He will abso act as the Secretary of the Management Committes.
In addition to camping, it is intended to wse the house as a conference centre
and for training courses for youth leaders:  Although the camp will nor be
formally opened until the early Summer of 1450, considerable use has already
been made of it, and the favourable reports received from those who have
been in residence encoursge hope for its future success.

The [ellowing information is aken from the Warden's Interim Report ¢
Peron Jury HBth 7o Serresees Dlch; 19450

Catniping in the grasids

Boy Scouts (3 groups). Tatal over 3 weeks .. 56
Girls' Friendly Sociery (Wales area).
Tosl over | week .. ¥ . e
- L
Flowse (7-Night periods) :
Clah members i - 1 = - 74
Leaders and othess .. = - e - A
= 8 F]
Less chan 7 nights {Leaders and others) - 108

Toral ¥ I 305




The Standing Confercnes eontinues o meet at regular intervals and is now
recognised a5 o body to he consulied on various matters conceming the interests
of youth. - During this year it was invited 1o send an_observer with a knowledge
of rural life o the first Gouncil meeting of the World Assembly of Youth,
held st Lacken, near Brpasels, Miss Pareicia Dravies of the Youny Farmers®
Ulnion was chosen and attended.  The Conference was also invired o send
represenmtives to give evidence before the Commission which visited Cardiff
in connection with an enguiry into the effect of the cinema on young people,
with particalar referenee to- Cinema Youth Clubs, Mr. Malcolm Capener
{Qrganising Secretary of the Welsh Association of Yooth Clobs) and Mr
Pate, Jr. (Y.M.C.A,), attended for this puepose.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF S50CIAL SERVICE

It is obwions from the constane references made in this report to the National
Couneil of Sccial Service, that it plays o highly significant part in the fife of
our Council,

Through its Quarterly Magazise * Social Service * and through irs grearly
panding Publication Dy it provides for volontary organisations
and individuals sathorisstive guidance on all guestions affecting socl welfare,
The Conferencis instituted by it are of the greatest value in establishing the
sense of partnership and in belping to co-ordinate voluntary effore. It provides
leadesship of the highest quality.

To oue Council it gives unfuiling support and sesource and secks ever
with sympathy and desp interesst 1o sustain voluncary service in Wales.

CHANGE IN STAFF.

Members of staff have resigned for promorion, for domestic exigencies
or for other spheres of work., The Council wishes them well and expresses
gratitade to thern and to cxisting members of the staff for their willing service
under stress, for their constant goodwill and their pride in identifying
t Ives with the achi of the Council.

Threo new appol ghould be especially noted ;
Mre, R. R, Willizms; as B. OHficer,
Llewelyn Fvuns, as Secretary of the Council's Old People’s Welfare
Commitzee.

Tichard Mills, as Oficer for Community Associations—generously
seenndad 20 us by the National Council

Ohituary.

We regretfully bave to chronicle the death of Major Burdon Evans. A
member of the Couneil from its inception, he unfalteringly supported the
Council and did much with wite advice 1o belp in its formation,

pi]



FINANCE
“The Statement of Accounts shows that the work of the Couneil deseribed
in this report {nvolved an expenditure of £18194 #s. 0d.  ‘This expendirure
was made from funds derived from the following sources ;
Grant Aid.

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries

Ministry of Eduestion

Glamorgan Education Amhnr.m

Carmarthenshire Education Aurhoriey

Swansea Edacation Authority

The Carnegie United Kingdom Trusc

The Natlonal Counel of Sodal Service .,

The National Corporation. for the Care of
Old People 5 o 1.000 @ 0

The National Pluying F;:Ids Awmumsn . 125 0 0

Other Income.

Anonymous Donor . o 100 0 0
Subscriptions . o 478 6 0
Donartions from the O.unu!’s Club& . 616 19 4
Money-raising efforts and fees earned by Phx I'ruum:xl 5

Headguarters Staff 29643 2
Fees earned—drama libeary o i e X3 13 10
Rent, Cormbean House s 47 100 12 9
Reat, 2, Cathedral Read, and sub !rtum,' St 18617 8
Other Sources vy - - o TEE AT

LIRA% & 8

OFf this total, L1459 95 0d: was received from direce granes, The
temainder, £3.600 19:. 9d., was ralsed from voluntary sources

Ous lise of subseribers is appended to-the Report.  We thank them heartily
but we namrally would wish to see the lsz extended —through Rrms, corporate
badies; a5 well a5 individusls
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SUBSCRIFTIONS AND DONATIONS
For the year ended 315t March, 1940,

Asnryimions STV ATR O

Messnt, Hmnchnmn.l.:d
‘Ibe Hesr, J. H. Broce .

Captain Geolfrey l’nwnl-n?

M. I Divies

Miss Gwenduline Davies .

Mita Marpares Davies.

M, FL Glyn Davka

Me. T, Glyn Davies

Sir Leonard Twiston-Davies

Mro A Oldfeld Davies .

Major ). Burdon Evans .

Mz, J. B, Evirs a

Mesars, ], O, Hitt & Son

Merzrs, Jemes Howell, Lad

Aldereian Bdwasd Hmsbus

Mr, T, D, Slingshy Jenking

Dr. Dilwyn Jubn .. ..

Mir. Tom john ..

Miss Eira Joies

e, Guwetian Jones

Dr. William King e
llen Welsh Dhemsraric

1
1087 th 0

i)

R ]

. d.
0
"

i

"

"
[

Somm e

S oo it
BRI

101
10

=

=
e
o e e e et
=

P
BB
e na

Hrvught forward

Montpiameny locul]'-duulllm
Authority g

Mz, W. H, Smizh

Nazicanl Cunpa mepuru:lm

Mr. Chwnoe Nieholls

De, Sydney Northcote

Me, Teen Owen .. i

Col._J. Griemond Pleron
Fhilippa ad v

Mrs. May Seskone

Mr, Gealfrey Summers
M. B, B. Thomas, . i-
Prifissor Beinley Thisms
My, B Voupghan -
Col, G, Venaliles- UBWEIIN
Mr 8 R Wxs . .
M. T. Glytme Walters
Sir Robest Webler

Bir Wyna Wheldon

Siz Griffith G, Willinms .,
Professor CGuryn Willlanm
De, 0. E, Parry Willlasm
M. Testym W]ﬂl.ume

Dr. W, 1, Wil -
Mr, D, Owen Wilklars -
MisceHaneous: Sutscripticns
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Some Publications of
The National Council of Secial Service

*

TTLE PRICE

PUBLIC SOCIAL SERVICES, A Handbeok of
infiarmation on services prowided by the Smee e, .
[peper covers)
8, 6,
[elerth boarda)

SEVERANCE w

|i|r PILGRIMAGE OF P

ithel M, Wood, Inch chagiers
Cmurmmrmd Women ; Women nml P‘:cdensuwl
Women and Social ben'x Women and

Om-aunﬂnn- - - - .

OOMM'LI\'[T\' .\smmo'\ls Al\l) ADULT "
St .
ENTERTAIN YOURSELVES. A Symposium ol

Sugentions o Anuu:-m Fur t»mblnlug Musie,

Drama and the Arm fs Od.
AGE 15 OPPORTUNITY. Guaide to Practical Work s 6d.
{paper covers)

o,

. ,
{eloch boards)
PERIODICALS

SOCIAL SERVICE | A QUARTERLY SURVEY
i Dy s S | e s 5 b
Anausl Subscripsion - 10, te)

THE VILLAGE ((Quarteriy) :

Single copy - - P v 0
Annwal Subeceiphion - - - - - G O

THE GOOD NEIGHBOUR : & Women's Magasine
of Public Welfare (Bi-monthly) :
Single copy - 5 : - 1w
Antunl Subweription - - = g

g

*

Ulbtaimably st froe o0 the Elnited Rinpdony from ¢

The Mational Gouncil of Social Service (Inc.)

=6, BEDFORD SQUARE, LONDON, W.C1







