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HE THADITION of o country and jts |
people depends wpon the great cities to
emphasise the growth, the progress and  the
prosperity created thraughout the years.

Here, in Cardiff, the magnificent eivic
building: bear witngss to. the never-ending
etforts of this capital city, the natural centre of
the old Welsh kingdom of Merginnwg, to
build 4 commercial metropolis of which Wales
may well be proud.
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ANNUAL REPORT
*

INTRODUCTION

This—the Fourth Anaual Report of the Conncil—fullows the nsual partem,
The fearure introduced lnst year of an appendix of special articles is continwed.
Mr. I'Lawwck kindly consented to allow us ta pquJ:sh his inaugueal addrese
to the C of R.C.C. Secretaries and R isers in Wales, held
ar Llandudno., The arcicle on Welsh mtlles is tlmel). informative and
suggestive.  The article on * Music in Wales ™ we hope will arouse intenest
snd even provocation and lead to effective co-ordination. ‘This year we
inclode a Table showing analytically the work done by the Council in each
County in Wales. Many of these acrivities are cdosely interwoven with the
wark of the Rurl Community Councils:

The Council was ineorporated for the whole of Wales i December 1956,
Since that time it has grown and extended its scope considerably. Growth
is an important feature in the life of a voluntary organisation—as is change
af is. Old causes eome to frisition and either assume an independence
of theiz own, or are adopted by Local Authosities. At the same time, new
casises, niew needs. emerge which have to be nursed and hrought to adult stasure.

The activities and interests shown in this Report are manifold and vaeied—
comprehending Old People's Welfare; Youth through S.CNV.Y.0. In-
formal Adult Educstion through Clubs ; Communicy Centres and !\ssocuanum
Village Haills; Associations of Purish Councils ;  Citizens’ Advies Blireas
and Personal Welfare; Music, Drama and Local History. This is not merely
a fortuitous collection of activities, It follows # consistent purposs—the
COCOUTREEIENE and eo-ordination of social effort in town and country, with o
special upon the of life in the countryside. There
are now nine Burml Community Councils in Wales if we inchude Glamorgan,
for which the Council acts vircually as the Ruml Community Council. To
complete the Welsh picture, there remain to be formed four others—Cardigan-
shire, Flintshire, Brecknock and Radnorshire.

The essential purpose of Rurl Community Councils is to promote the
welfaee—social, cultueal, sesthetic, and even economic—of people living in
the rural areas. We. e nI] ran:d]lnr with the Facrors that heve threatencd the

integrity of village lif 5 decline of ¢
ship throogh modern hanical and industrial ¢ ion; the impace of
modern smusements and relasations mndx: pumbk !:} lITJp'HJWd means of
i the reorp af facilities, forced sometimes

through id of : imes thrgugh

There 5 a4 G H.M. Devel

(whase godfather was Mr. L.In)d G:on;c a5 he then was) which makcs all this
ane of its prindpal concerns, Through its support of the Rural Industral Burean
and the Rursl Community Councils, it is slowhy but surely transforming life in
the countryside. The Ruml Communiey Council is u faseinating arganisation
where Develapment Commission, Local Authaority and Voluntary Orpanisation
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combine o the grand purpose of reviving and reestablishing the ancient
influences of rural life, naive, (radmnnnl crafrful —in the modern sophisticased
life of Britain. The D i emr Council
as linison hetween them, the Raral Iqusmcﬁ Burean and the Rural Commugity
Councls, As a conseguence, our relationship with the Runal Community
Councils s steadily dv«.prnlng, to our mutual advantage,  We hold siz-monthly

of of Rural G ity Councils and Rural Industties
Oiipanisers.

An interesting cum&]e of co-operation i that the Canncil of the University
of Waks has entrusted the adminiserition of the lneome of the Welsh Industries
Fund to the Rueal Industrics Burean in association with our Council.

“fur the purposes of making grnts to enable foremen, woekers or
owners of smalrmlﬂs to atrend refresher courses in the Textile Departments
of Leeds University, or Galashicls Technical College.™

The Fund is limited and it will noe be possible to send more than four
atudents @ year sosuch (xnmmﬁ cougses. It is expected that even this small
aumber on their rerurn 1o Wales will do much to influence technique and
design. Over the years the cumulative effects shnuld he mns;denhg We
hope thar Local Education Authorities an iduals wil
ter supplement the Fund, so " that more than foor a year may I.'scncl'it “The
selection of suitable students, it i hoped, will be done by a Selection Board,
representing the Rural ladustrics Buresn theough its Welsh Textile Committee,
University Council, Welsh Council of Social Service.  Already two studenrs
have gone to Galashiels,

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S CLUBS

The year Ens bﬂ:n a very active one in the Clubs, the main emphasis being
on the man in which the bers have participated, both with
their focal Councils and also with the Local Education Authorities ar Carmarchen
and Bridgend.  Other exhibitions have been held in Maestep, Opmore Vale,
Pontycymmer, Pencoed, Ystalyfera and Gowerton, finishing with our awn
exhibition of all the Council's activities in the Pavilion at Porthcawl in July,
Much interest hos been aroused by these exhibitions and we hope that many
new members will be artracted to the Clubs theough these efforts, New
members, mastly young mathers, have joined the groups, but the continued
demand for wonen in indestry has adversely afiected many Clubs in the
industeial areas.

An impaorrant event is the taking over of the organisation of the Pontypridd
group of Clubs by the Council. ‘These Clubs—24 in all —were formerly organ-
tsed by the Pontypridd Educational Settlement, which has now ceased to
function, This brings the toral number of Women's Clubs to 100—

0 in Carmarthen.
100 in Glamoegan,
Membership—over 3,500,
All have been completed to establish a Club at Sturm} Dawn,

neat Pyle. This Club should prove af inesti value to the
who live on the housing estate, which replices the old Aerodrome.




There is o conunued demand for Women's Clobs in Breconshire and
it i3 hoped that the Brecon Education Authority will give its sapport to this
need of the housewives in thar area, in ordes chat they tay have full advantage
of the facilities available for and suitable to their needs.

Inter-club visirs have becn arranped by many groups and have proved
very popular, providing the means of estublishing good social contacts between
the Clubs—an excellent way 4f broadening the aims of Club life, creating new
interests and giving opportunitics to know and discuss their various problems,
Wisita have heen made to factories and places. of interest in the localitics and
during July, sep ives of the Pontypridd group ch d o bus for a
week's tour of Cornwall.  Group Meetings and Area Meetings where indivi-
dual members ventilase their own particular Club problems have been excellently
atended,  These meetings dre of great value o the Clubs and are held each
term In different centres. Representatives from these mectings are chosen
o attend the Anaual Mesting of the Welsh Assodiation of Women's Clubs
and also the Narional Association to which the Clubs are affilisted.

The Anoual Meeting of the Welsh Assoelation was held this year at the
Reardon Smith Lectuee Hall, Cardiff. The moming session was attended
by chosen defegates from each club.  The afternoon session was thrown open
o all club members when the guest speaker was Mrs, H, Glyn Davies, Llanarth,
Zardi ire, who chose as her subjece ™ Wosan's Prace Turovge Tae
Ages," with special reference 1o her place in the Community. An Executive
Mecting of representatives of the Clubs i alo funcrioning and several
interesting meetings were held during the year.

Duy schoals, which weee well attended, have been held throughout the
areas for coafrwork and bottling and froit prescrving.  Lectures, demonstra-
tions and film shows bave alia proved popular,  Every apportunity has heen
taken to get the clubs to take their place in the life of the community and oy
groups interest chemselves in particular charitable causes, soccessfully organise
special collections for Cancer Redearch Work and Blind Societies, ete., and
help with the distribution of ration books, at Mareeniry and Child Welfane
Clinics, cutings and cntermainments for Old People and Orphans.

We continue our close co-operation with the Universicy Colleges and
cach term Social Science Smdents have been able 1o study th':eT wu:l‘rcgdome in
the clubs.  During the past year, a number of foreign students from Nigeria,
Gold Coast and India have visited the clubs and discussed methods and activi-
ties,  ‘Thia practical international work should establish a close bond between
the women of all nations. At home, many demonstrations have been given
by the Council's craft aeaf to other proups, such as Townswomen's Guilds,
Women's Inatitutes, etc.  Several clubs have thrown open their meetings to
visitars, thus cocouraging the enrolment of new members, Drama and
Music Growps (desle with more fully elsewhere) are actively suppocted in o
number of the clubs.

The exhibition of the Councils activitics at Porthcawl in July showed
cearly the marked improvement made by the whole of the men's clubs.
In the past, the exhibits have been eonfined to o few clubs where craftwork
was being done. The exhibits this year came from all of the 20 clubs.  Clubs
under the auspices of the Council are now receiving instruction, either in wond-
work or upholstery, every week, This regulur weekly instruction has been
the main reason for the increase in membership,




During the year theee new clobs were opened, one at Penyfui, one at
Yoysydarren, and one ar Abergarw, All, by real team work, have
overcome the obsracle of shortage of mols and equipment, and have new

opressive handicrufe classes.  The Alltygrog Club this year has been forced
ﬁy necessity to change its premises.  The old elub became ton small for the
woodwork section, wnd the members are now renting premises belonging
to the Yitalyfera Usdd Seetion.  Pyle, one of the many clubs that suffered
during the war years, has staped a revival and has dow @ very energetic
upbolstery group. In due cousse a woodwork section will be formed.
Ponryeymimer asd Nantymoe] are two ather clubs that by Ammduu.ng craftwork
into theit scheme of work, have attracted new members, The inceeasc in
membership has heen marked,

‘Two clubs, Nesth and Glynnearh, changed their emphasis this pear by
becoming Old People’s Clubs, The members have shown deep appreciarion
of the needs of the aged.

1In September, Cwmllynfell, always noted for its handicraft work, staged
un exhibition entively of its own work, thus for the fires time enabling the
members inhibited in the past by transport difficultics to exhibit the
articles of furniture,

A fine eample wus ser by the members of the Dunvant Dramatic Section
when they visited Ystalyfera to aid the funds of the Ynysydarren and
Ystalyfera Clubs. Many maore groups are angious o start, bur are findine
the initial outlly on equipment sathee an obstacke

COMMUNITY CENTRES AND ASSOCIATIONS

“The division of the Council's Community work under the heads of Rural
and Urban is simply an administrative convenience. The essential uruq
of the work is demonstrated b)’ a number of references to ruml communities
and horder-line cases in this section of the seporr, although it deals in the main
with urhan areas, thae is to say, places with a uJatian of 2,000 and over.
The repart tukes no account of che numerus A aners’ and \K"orkmen% Falls
and Institutes {which fulfil muny of the f of € ¥
nor of Educarional Centees: nor of Men's and Women's Clubs (referred to
elsawhere in this report) w\rh the exception of @ few which are developing
on Community Assoclation lins,

In arder to appreciare the scope of the Council’s work in this field, it woald
pezhaps be helpful to give the bare statistical position at the end of the period
under seview :

Number of Community Assoeiations and similar badies .. &2
WNumber of Community Centres i i 1A
Number of foll-time paid Wardens .. o o
Numhber of new Assoclations formed during thﬁ year = 20
Number of pew Centres provided during the year .. i 9
MNusmber of new Centre Schemes under way " b ) 38
Number of Wardens appointed during the year ., &
Mumber of ** Live* contacts and Schemes where no cunp
mittee is yet onganised ., 72




By ** Community Assaciation ™ or similar body Is meant any group which
tas as it main object the task of uniting the whols Community in an efforr
to provide improved amenitics for social, cultural and educational life. By
* Community Centre ™ 5 meant any huifﬂing of which an Associarion or
similar body has fall-ume use,

The Council has assisted in the formation of most of the new proups
mentioned above, in the detuiled work connected with the provision of some
af the new centred and in maost of the 36 new building projects. A majority
of the organisations and contmers mentioned nbove have recsived advice and
assiseance on one or more of @ wide range of problems, including initial steps
nr ca]!m;, and publicising public meetings and forming working committees |

ncfm 7 constitutions | raising money ; cumplenun and sub:ms
ﬁmn of fom:ls ofar\piltutmn for grant aid |
of Centre Admini sl in i g the mngc and qualiry
of activitics, In all, the Community Centres Officer made over 200 visits
ter 114 places all over Wales to arrend interviews and sddeess public meetings
and committess, Furthes details are given elsewhere in this repart under the
heads of the County and County Boroughs,

Three iasucs of & new series of " Information Bulleting "' were circulated
o all concerned with Community Associations and Centees, including all
Bornugh and Urlan Diserice Councils,  Book-lists and special information
virculars were also distributed and there has been o steady sale of community
centre literamre. The officer gave talks to social science seudents of the
University Colleges in Cardiff and Swantes and participated in three broadcasts,
He assisted in three eourses and summer schools, and advised 2 number aof
?mspns:uve Community Centre Wardens.  Interviews took place with people

rom_ overseas and visits were arpanged on their behalf.

Easy and regular Antcp(ham,e of cxpcnmcc and knowledge is essentin
for the best of G and Centres. The
offices provides 4 channel whereby this can k.lk:jahn: but the Council realises
that, in addition, there should exir the means for representatives of different
centres and associations to mest gach other, A beginning was made in
armanging for the Rumney Village Community Assoclation, Cardiff, to visic
Centres at Swansea, und in instituting the means for groups ro afiliare to this
Council, and, if desired, 10 the National Federarion of Community Assoctations.
Affiliations to date include the Bonymaen and St. Thomas Centres (Swansea),
r]:: New Qun:ns Park Tenants' Association (W zexhamny, und the Penllwyn

it (an fraith). Ir is hoped, tn time, to develop
@ dcnmmu: I i iding such services as ite members
reqguire, Im:'lmhuf-v mrrfmm:ca and courses. The County and Count Barough
teparts benr ample testimony to the importance attached 1o consultation and
co~operation with the chicf agencies concerned with the sams work, In
additian, perhaps a s]m:.l] tribute should be made to the splendid sssistance
received Feum the varous Government Departments, the many national
valuntaey bodies, and parcicularly the Natinnal Federation of Commanity
Associations,

RURAL ACTIVITIES

The aim and policy of the Council has alwaye been to infuse new vigour
into the countryside, to being to the rurl eommunity the eultural, social and
recreational pursuits that are necessary for the preservation of rural life,




At the presest nmf_, when so muny [oeees are tending ta LlB\leaanE sacial
and eommunal life, it is of ever increasing impormnce to mainmin as folly
as possible the essential services undertaken by voluntary organisations. The
most effective way of maintaining, and where necessary, strengthening voluntary
social service work of all kinds is by co-operation among the voluntary
organisations themselves,

The Ruml C ity Council is undoubeedly the ideal isatd
centre pivot for maintaining cssential services within the rurl area, Thzn_
are al presest cight i in \\n!cs—r\m,iucf Caernar\'\:m Carmarthen, Denbigh,
together with Glamorgan,
where the Welsh Couneil vu‘maily “acts as such. The feadér is reminded
that while the general parrs of this repore apply 1o the country as a whole, the
more detatled aspects apply to those eounties where Rural Community Coancils
hawe not yet been established, those counties wheee the ruml officers of the Welsh
Couneil serve as rursl ity council Brecon, Cardigan,
Flint and Radnor.

In Wales today there are 116 Village Hulls schemes at diffecent stages of
dﬂtlﬂi’\meﬂv, some of which can undoubtediy be regarded as the nuclei of
community centres. It d= widely recopnised that were building conditions
5]1ghl|r CHSICT, OF WEre [Emporary buildings available, 2 real up-sarpge of activity
in this field would occor theoughout the whole country, The absence of
a suitable meeting place in 2 ﬂﬁag}c i5 @ scvere obstacle o any attempt to
pramate the social well-being of its inhabitants,

There iz still 4 great deal of work that can he done while waiting for the
testrictions to be remaoved, and it is most encouraging to find that one or
two localities have ed to overcome ot bypsxs pxcscuhiay difficalries.
Caerwedros Village Hall 15 , tired of waiting
for geant-in-aid, went ahead, skilled and unskilled labour joining voluntarily
together to build the hall,

‘The Couneil still continues 1o act in an advisory capacity for the National
Playing Fields Association. Help and guidance have been given to numercous
groups and organisations. The conditions under which the Mlmutr) of
Eduearion i willing to provide grantin-sid have been outlined, nssistance
given in regasd to the purchase and lay-out of the ground, and legal advice
on technical marters. The scope and magnitude of grans depend Tpan
the state of the national economy.  In times like the presene, prant-uid towards
more expensive sehemes may have o be curtailed, and assistance ofered oaly
1o recreational schemes of 4 more simple aature,

This year we are able to repart that & County Parish Council Association
has heen established in each county in Wales, We have already learnt by
experience that the movement has heen the medium of promoting & widespread
interest in Loeal Government. Notso very long ago, the voices of the Welsh
village and eounteyside dwellers were heard in the City Hall, Cardiff, when

rish coancillors from all pares of the principality came 1o the city for theie
first-ever all-Wales eonference, In fonthright speeches they put the eountey-
man’s paint of view on vimlly imporant macters such as over-contealisarion
in local government, and reminded all und sundry that the purish council,
its actions and decisinns, form an integral part of the British demoeratic syatem.

The Council has qun I il fur 2 ;_n.-m. kening in the feld of
Loecal History, and have been arranged
hetween the Countics and the Smndmg Conference,
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Close Imison has been maintuined between the Area office and all organisers
of the Roral Industries Bureau.  The rural officees maintain close relationship
with all kindred movements, and while these aceivities are difficult to categorise,
they do play 1 considerable part in our every-day activities,

DRAMA AND MUSIC

The Council, a5 in the past year, has a special responsibility 1o the Camegic
Trust in respect of Music and Drama in the County of Glamorgan. The
County Dirama Adviser hmy extended fargely his field of work, more attention
having been paid to Women's Inatitutes, Townswomen's Guilds, and Clubs
Efforts have E:n made 1o secure adequate leadership in the Women's Clubs,
ete. Now that there 38 inereased publication of women's plays. there should
be pgreater activity possible amongse the various types of women's geoups
Splendid material was secured from these proups for o Festival of Beitain
FProduction which taok place ar the end of the summer of 1951, The County
Drama Committes i keeping in very close touch with the Youth Drama
Grougs, and encourging them hy means of grants o enshle selected stodents
1oy artend the County Committee Druma Schools (day and period).

The County Drama C i d several di ion - meetings
during the past year and was also N.‘Epﬂmhll.‘ for the condoct of the Natfonal
Festival of Dne Act Plays in the preliminary rounds and the county fimal.  The
Annual Drama School which is held for a week ar Easter has now hecome
a County Event much looked forward 1o by & large nusiber of amatenrs, and
the tutors-—Miss Lyn Oxenford and Mr. Graham Suter—have done exeellent
work.

Drama Schacls of two sessions have been held at Porthcawl, Bryntion,
Pencoed, Raglan, Brecon, Cagrphilly, MNeath, Tampeter and Seven Sister

Over one hundred and eighty anlngm—y visite have been made 0 groups
deawn from the Social Service Clubs, Townswomen's Guilds, Women's
Imstitutes; Church Companies, etc.  The Organiser has alio produced One-
act Plays with selected groups.  The standard of the work produced by many
of the clibs has been very high.

In addition, the Council provides & comprehensive scrvice for the whole
of Wales, It has an extensive library containing 7,177 copies of plays.  During
the year 1950/ 50, 642 sets of plays and 2,500 single copies were borrowed

rama societies and individuals all over Wales, Good use has alse been
made of our Stage Curtains and Lighting Bquipment. The stage curmins
were horrowed by B groups and the lighting equipment by 42,

Flaywriting Competition

The Council, with the support of the Arts Council, once aguin held o
Playwriting Competition. Playwrights were invited to submit new original
plays in English but with 2 Welsh bmicgwund. A selection panel was Formed
10 read the plays, and of the twenty-cight plays submitted, rwo were awarded
the first prize—" Branwen ” by Ken Etheridge, and * The King of the Castle ™
by Mansel Thomas. Both plays will tour selected places in South Wales

A tour of Sourh Wales was once again mude possible by the suppart of the
Arts Couneil, The Couneil's D Company ™ Cwmini's Geahinen ™ toured
iser,” transhaced into Welsh by Mr. I |, Thomas, under the
and produced by hm, The first pecformanee of the play
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was ot Garthewin,  Later it was d ac the following Macsteg,
Llanelly, Bridgend, Pontyates, Trecynon, Goseinon, Postyberem, Tregaron
and Marriston.

A wery successful Drama School for Producers was held ar Garthewin
In Oxctober, 1950, The Director of the course were Mr, Eric Capon (Principal
of PARADA ) and M, Huydn Davies of the BB.C, Producers from each
eounty weee invited to-attend and there were present nineréen students.

1n the field of Drama, the Council performs a function in Wales thar is the
concern of no national body.  As is to be seen above, it provides services—
through library, stage equipment, drama schools, encourapement of play-
writing, advisory visits o local companies—available to eagerly sougl
by the whole of Wales

En music, the position is diferent, There is o University Council of Music
concersed deeply with the whole of Wales  Our function theecfore, s co-
operation with that Council in all possible ways, with the R.C.Cs in their
music activicies and in particular with the servicing of the cubs snder our
care in Glamorgan and Carmarthenshive. In all these matters we are aided
by the Carnegie Trust and especially in the county of Glamorgan.

OLD PEOPLE'S WELFARE

The continued expansion in Wales of County and of Local Welfare
Commitsees is an encouraging featuze of the developments in this field of
social activity during the past year. Such Committees can do moch in eo-
nrdinating and in harnessing the practical activities. of statutory and voluntary
hadies, especially in organising visiting services o the house-bound, and in
helping the ever growing need for recreational premises.  In this latter effort,

inued assi is being g Iy provided by the Nationnl Corporation
{or the Care of Old People, Its grants to such projects in Wales amount
1oy date to over £5,000, Glamorgan and Monmouthshire m,i‘h mjor recipi-
ents.  The coatinued expansion, however, of County and Local Committess
eisewhere chroughout Wales, will result, in time; in 2 more gencral distribution
of financial pssistance from this souree,

New recreational centres for foll and daily use by old people have recenty
been opened at Gelligaer, Cramlin and Lianhilloth; at least o dozen ather
building projects are well ender way elsewhere in Wales. In his newly
published ook “ Adding L to Yeurs,” Lard Amulree, M.D, FRCP,
states that ' this development is veey striking in Wales, and cortainly displays
an independent spint worth ping."  Euiy grants to new clubs
have been received by o number of organisations from the National Old People’s
Welfare Committee, and with the eo-operation of County and other Libraries,
severnl thousand books have been discributed to Old Folks” Clubs both in
Morth and South Wales.

A pleasing aftermath to the Wales Regional Conference held in Seprember,
14K, I:ms been the evidence of increasing practical interest in the Welfare of
the Aged shown by sany Welsh local authorities; and by the aumerond volun.
tary organisations in the Principality. Incressing requests for lecmres and
walks on the Welfare of Old People are being maude from such organisations
s Rotary, lanee Wheel, Sazoprimists, Chiech Guilds and Societies, the Wamen's
Instiute, and similar organisations ; and an annual lecture to Social Science
Students at both che Cardiff and Swansen University Calleges 35 now an
estahlished practice,




Visitors from oversens in increasing nembers are sesking information
af the work in Wales. Officinl contacts of this nanure within the lise year have
been made by visisors from Seuth, Bast and West Africa, China and the LS. A,
In Seprember for example, the Research Professar in the Schoal of Sadal
Service and Administration of the Univessity of Chicago, spent three days
with the Seercrary mecting Government Officials and Directors of Welfare,
wisiting voluntary aod starerory Homes for the Aped, and meeting peoups
af old peaple at their clubs and rallics,

Et is sbundantly clear that, although the * spirit of good ne'ghhnuﬂincss
in saidl to be on the dane in some pase of the country, there 15 eyid o
Wales ot any rare, that “ ysheyd cyfeillzarweh ” nnabatediy prevails.  This
it emphasised by Lord Amulree when he writes of the varyimy ration of abd
pmﬁl.c throughoot the Kinpdam who are living alone. Foe the country as
a whole, the figure 5 121 per cent; in two London Boroughs it is as high as
18 per cent; bt in mid-Rhoodda it is s Jow as 1 per cent. = The exivence
of a strong family feeling in South Wales ™ is held by him o secount for this,
May thiz spirit long provail to the benefit and comfors of the aged.

CITIZENS' ADVICE BUREAUX AND SOCIAL WELFARE

There: are, in Wales, 45 Buceaux, The number of recorded enquiries con-
tinues to be shout forty-nine to ffty theusand, thus showing that the work
in the Bureaux hay consinued undiminished theough the vear in spite of the
difficulties encountered,  The decision of the Ministry of Health o discontinue
grant aid to ceneral and tegional services has, of neeossity, curtailed the work
af the travelling officer in the ficld,  However, the Sccrerariar for Wales is
saineained and functions actively through the Councl. The experience of the
seaff has been ae che disposal !!gﬂ\c Bureauy, despite the enforced cessation
of the personal conact and advice on problems . pecoliar o a given burean
which lg: A B, Officer was ahle to give during ber visits.

It 15 interesting tm note that the Rural Ci ity Councils of C b
shire and Denbighshire have now hlished CAB, serviees st thelr Head-
quarters” offices, thus meeting the inner need of their sespective rurl areas—
and rendering a service which shall be more voluntary than official, In this
way, eress of spasse popilation and relatively poor icarion may be able
o obtain the advantage of disection, guidance and help in the same measure
as i5 afforded to more populous areas.

Students from the Social Science Departments of Universities at home
and overseas have attended the Citizens’ Adviee Bureaux for observation and
lectures during their teaining,

Work in the feld of Family Welfase has considembly increased,  Apare
from the Family Case work and domestic and pemonal problems brosght
digecely to the Welsh Office, and deslr with by the Welsh Officer, 4 birge rium
of investigations, enquiries and reporrs have been made on-hehalf of the Family
Welfare Assocition and kindred onisations,

At the invitation of the British Epilepsy A it Tyler Fenx i
u two-day school dealing with the * Social Aspects of Epilepsy ** was arended.
Close attention was focussed on the social problems arising out of epilepsy
and on the function of the soclil worker in connection with the epileptic.
Some iden of the prevalence of epilepsy is réflected in the figures showing the
numher of rpi]ﬁptics regristered as dissbled persong in April, 1950, Of the
150078 rvegistered in Girent Britain, 578 were in Wales, and of the 1,793 un-
cmployed at that date, GG were in Wales,
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LOCAL HISTORY

Following upon a tve All-Wales Confi an this subject
held at Cardedf in jnm.mry. 1050, under the chairmanship of Sie
much activity on a county level hias resulted. L Ip to date, in most the Welsh
Counties, meetings have been held 1o discuss the formation of a County
Historical Socicry.  In several cases the stimulus afforded by the Cardiff Can-
ference has resulted in reviving long csmblished Tocal History Assodiations,
whereas in others, new Socicties have come into being, planned to funcrion
on o generally ncc:Eb:d pattersi,  Most of the preliminary " spade-wark ™ in
establishing these County Socicties has besn done by the various Rural
Community Councils and by Officers of this Council, Olnee this has bheen
cfiected, however, the Societies” own elected officials ke over.

Linking up and guiding this mscion-wide movement, is the Standing
Conference. for Local History, in association with the Mational Council of
Social Service, with representatives upon it from all properly constituted
County Societies.

The objects of this Stnding Conference are :—

(4} o assisr in the development of the smudy of Local Histary, dnd
in the provision of necessary services for the furtherance of
that whjeet,

(#) to bring topether representatives of loeal and national authorities
and organisations in membership of the Swnding Conference,
and where necessary to co-operate with other bodies in the
achievement of the above purposes,

Ie issues balleting and informative pamphlets for the guidanes of Local
Committees, -

Summarising briefly the present sitwaticn in the Welsh Counties, the
fiollewing are che salient facts :—

Axcresry—A County History Committee has been formed, and steps
have been taken to form a number of local Committess, some of which
are already sctively functivning

Buecon—An existing Local History Committee: works under the aegis of
the LEA. with which close touch s maintained by the Brecknoek
Museum.

i The ] hiivhed Caernarvonshire Historical Society
is meast active, and I suppurknd by keen and encrgetic members from
every part of the County.

Canpiaar—Ir is hoped that thc Cardiganshire Antirluarlan Socicty, together

with the LE.A. will d ine to rake up p of the Standing
Conference, thus co-grdinating the work of loeal history throughout
the county.

Capuanries—The Inaugural meeting of the Local History Society was
held in March of this year, and further meetings have since been held,
Dexsici—Following a Canference in September, 1650, a County History
Saciety was formed, and has made considerable progress since.  Financial
ENCONTATCMENE to tlnsé:m}cct was given by the local Committee of the
Colwyn Bay National Eisteddfod for 1947, by means of a gmnt of £50,
As e‘:xiy az Oetober, 1950, this Society had almost 100 subscribing

members




Frinr—A meeting of the surviving members of the Flintshire Histarical
Saciety resolved ar the end of last year o revive the Society. Further
meerings have sinee been held, and a serics of loctures have been given
to encouragingly large sudiences.

Gramorgar—The County Local History Sodety is now well established
with & membership of over 5). The Committee b in due course
to publish interesting articles, and-to develop the formation of local
History Geoups thronghout the County,

Mezmgrerii—The County Historical Society and the Merioneth Community
Council have combined to set up seven Area Committees, each of whir.g
has started a foll peogrimme of activities including a lecture service,
surveys of place names and fasm names, the stody of folk lore, and 2
serics of excursions.

Pessnoke—The Pembrokeshire Local History Soclety under the Chairman-
ship of Sir Frederick Rees, M.A, LLD, M.Comm., has publithed an
address by Sir Frederdek on * Local History in Pembrokeshire”  Pro-
vision is being made for a Moniment Room and Students’ Room st the
proposed County Muscum ar Haverfordwest. Active branches have been
tormed at St. Davids, Pembroke Dock and ‘Tenby, and individuals are
engaped on research wotk at Milford Haven (Sir Frederick Rees), Tenby
‘A, Leach, Esq., M.A), Carew (R, F, Walker, Esq., M.A Y, and Manorhier
(Wilfred Harrison, Esg, M.AJ), At a recent Festival Exhibition ar
Haverfordwest, a comprehensive display of Maps, Prints, etc,, relating
tg Pembrokeshire was staped. While certain lectures have been
arranged, the Society concentrates more on active rescarch work.

fannon—The Radnorshire History Society 15 one of long sranding: and it
is hoped that in its existing form, it will be possible for this Soclery to
meet the requirements of the Standing Conference, and so be represented
upon it.  To seck to form a sepamte Society in this Connty of less than
38,000 people would be unwise and unnecessary.

THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN IN WALES

When the Welsh Committes of the Festival was set up usder the Chairman-
ship of Sir Wynn P. Wheldon, the secretarial duties were carried out at first by
Mr, Huw Wheldon, later by Mz, Morgzan Nicholas of the Welsh National Council
of Music, Townsrds the end of 19559 however, it was found that the services
of a full-thne secretary would be required, and Mr. A G. Prys-Jones was
appointed 1o take over these dutics from the beginning of 1960,

Office. accommedation together with the services of a clerical assistant
were provided by the Welsh Council of Sodal Service at 3, Cathedral Road,
Cardill, by arrangement with the Festival Qrganisation : and thus the work
of the Welsh Commirtes of the Festival, as far as its secretarist was concemed,
functioned under the segis as it were of the Welsh Council and its Director,
This proved a most sati y and i as the Disector,
himself @ member of the Welsh Committee of the Festival as well as of the
Welsh Committee of the Arts Council, was readily available for consuluation
when necessary.




Thoagh many Local Authorities were mther slow at fiest in formulating
their Festival progrimmes, nevertheless, as 185 went on, a wood deal of
enthustasm became manifess, until, finally, these were very few locilities in Wales
which had not made very creditnble arrangements for the Celebrations.

A substantial stimulus waz piven by the Festival to the provision of
permanent public amenities: by Local Authorities, and sumerous schemes
were - cars ont to commemporate the Festival Year, Onc of the most
imporeant of these ¢ivie memorials &= the Sophia Gardens Pavilion ar Cardiff,

‘The contribwtion of the Arts Council to the success of the Festival in
Wales was a very valuable one. This hody assisted substantially in the four
officinl FPestivals, the Natfonal Bisteddfod sr Llanswsr, the Interaational
Musical Eisteddfod st Llangollen, the new Festival at 5t Davids and the
Swansea Festival of Music. It alio supparred the 3t Fagan®s Festival, and
encouzaged the Welsh National O Campany to embark upon its ambitious
and highly successful programme for the Festival period @ as well a3 rendering
waluable aid in seveml] other directions ak for insnce the provision of a safety
curtain and water sprinkler at the Treeynon Theatre, Aberdare, thus preserving
these premises for pesmanent use a5 4 drama centre.

The programme catried out by the Welsh Commiteee of the Festival from
its own resources included 31—

{1} The publication of & preliminary hookler of suggestions regarding the
sossible scope and nature of celebrations in Wales, This was followed later
Ly‘ a Calendar of Events, listed by counties, piving the prineipal events, their
dates and venues thmu%rum the Principality. This sccond bookler was
isstsed in co-operation with the Webksh Tourdise and Haolidays Boasd,

(2 Substantial co-operation with and financial assistance m the Committee
reaponsihle for catrying oot the Dolhendre Hillside Fasm Scheme at Llin-
uwchilyn, Merinneth,

(&) The production of an original Welsh feature film based upon the typical
lifestory of one man and related to the community und cultural teaditions
which bred him. This film, * David,” has now heen exiensively eshibited
throughout Britsin, i

() The nssistance given to the Council of the National Muserm of Wales
in respect of the development of St Fagan's Castle as 3 Welsh Folle Museum,
The gifts made consise of thres signifene old buildings which will provide
valuahle historical memorials i:uﬁucrpﬂ\dr‘y for the people of Wales; a 16th
century barn, an early woollen mill and a 17th century farmhonse,

(5) The production, in Cardiff, of 3 pageant-play delincating broadly the
major landmarks of Welsh Misrory, ‘This was sraged at the new Pavilion
at Sophis Gardens,

(6) The Commirtee, also, through it Secetary, armnged for the reception
cezemony on board the Festival Ship Campania, on its vizic 1o Cordiff,

{7) The assi given, in j jon with the Univemity Council of
Music and the Ars Couneil, to the Welsh' Festival of Brisin Chair, o eorps
d'elite of 180 vedces specially brosghe together for the Festival period.

In conclusion 3t can be said that the rich vadety of Welsh national life
was fully revesled during the months of celebration : and thas the people of
Wales can feel proud of their bution 10 & gay, colooeful and bl
year,




THE MABINOGION MURAL PAINTINGS

When the first post-war Eisteddfod was held at the Mountain Ash Pavilion
i 156, it was Eelt that something was needed 1o brighten the somewhar bare
interior.  The Mahinogion panels wers conceived and initiated by Mr, Stevens
of the National Council of Social Service, Puul Matt ard Miss Jeffrey of this

Council, and Miss Grainger of Pnnt}'pndd Sertlement.  Others who helped
wnh advice wese Professae W, J Groffydd, Mr, D, T. Davies and Mr, J. D.
Fowell and Mr. Charlton of the Ministey of Eduction, An experiment in
co-aperative artistic effort was cnrried out by the Are D, ents of Art Schools
and Technical Colleges, Art Teachers and senior pupEEnn ccondary Schools
The rales dealy with in & series of 21 panels, each {0 fese by § feer, were the
tile of Branwen, the tale of Manawyddan, the tale of Math, son of Mathonwy
They were first shown sr Mountain (%h in 1046, then lent to the Welsh Industries
Exhibition in Olympia. . In tuen they decarated the Eisteddfod Pavilinds ut
L.u]u-m Biy 1947, Bridgend 1948, Dolpeliey 1948, Cacrphilly 1950, Llanrwsr
They were lent free of charge, the cost of transport being mer by the
rarncu]nr Bisteddfod Committer, On the other band the cost of sterage
anil vepaits was mez by us.  Now the Natonal Eisteddfod Council has sugpested
that we should make o Free gift to cthe Councl for use at fortheoming
Eistedddfoda.  Your Execative Comumittes wnunimously apreed o make
the gift, so that they now become the property of the National Fistedidfod
Con The gift is unconditionul,

UNCLE MAC'S CHILDREN'S HOUR ANNUAL APPEAL FUND

We are much indelted to the many individeals who ool a persoaal interest
in the 2374 erippled and invalid children who benefited from the sum of
86 da. thd. distributed during the year, from * Uncle Mac's ™ grane of J66(
Among these were members 'of the B.B.C. Welsh Appeals Commiteee and
Chficess of such as Rural € ity Councils, Parish Coun
Citizens' Advice Burcaux, Education Offices, County Nussing  Servi
Hospitals, and of our own staff in North and South Wales,  Grants were made
in A1 of the 13 Welsh Countics, and arrangements are heing made for distribu-
tions in all the Counties during the next financial year, With satisfaction,
we record that the Fund at our disposal has been increased so 800 for 1151 52,

GENERAL
TR | Jedpe the e e jon of the National

We @
Councll of Socl Service, Their resources, through publications, staff and
administzation are willingly and generously placed at our disposal.

Tt'is n'fmwnm ta refer to the loyal and devoted service on the part of our
stuff, whether working in the field or ot headquarters.

The sulseription list is again headed by the splendid financial contriburions
of the members of the clubs in Gim'ﬁm and Carmarthenshire, They reached
the high toml of G611 135 is is an admirable recognition of the
instructional and ather serviees of the Council's soaff.







THE DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND SOME
ASPECTS OF THE RURAL PROBLEMS OF WALES

(The Tnangural address at the Comwail”s Awwsal Confrronee of Faral Com-

wntity Couneif Necrétaries awd Rurad Tufustries Burean Organisers, November,

1960, Llandwdne, dy E, H. E. Haverocs, » CBE., Serstary of
Dereloprent Commiciion.)

1 am wery preatly honoured by your most kind invitation to speak here
rmi%r_‘m and T lnow well that by your invitation you wished to express your regard
and frieadship for the Commission which T serve,  You have in the kindness
of your heart termed this an i laddress. To i has been stated
to have as e of its meanings * to celebrate the opening of, with formality,
pemp and dignity.” That cbvicusly could never apply to me; but if we
interpret inaugurating as mesning **ro install or induct into an office,” L am on
Bumbler and more familiar grownd,

As you know, the Commission s a Great Briain body and its aim is
abways to pet o koow at first hand those in England, Scotland and Wales,
whose welfare in the countryside it was created to promote and o try to
understand what are in each country the fundamental problems of rural Life
falling within the scope of the Develapment Act and how best, in the opinion
of those who are in constnt touch with them, they can be approached and,
if possible, lessened, if nor overcome. It is from this poinc of view thar |
feel that you may allow me to exchange thoughts with you, end o supgest
some aspects of rigsl development which vou may think worthy of discossion
On my journcy here 1 could nor, natueally, help thinking of Offa’s dyke, which,
s 1 have said before, T think it should be our object to destroy insofar as i
ray be & barrier and to maintain insofar-as it may be a symbol of the strenpth
of the ties which join us. | think the definition of o dyke as “a natural o
artificial channel " is the most sppropriate, and | swggese chat the Aow may
profitably be in both directions,

You are rightly proud of the Welsh lanpuage and the Welsh way of life,
but T hope that instead of regarding these as a peivare preserve you may be ready
to ghare them with the other parss of Great Britain and to take accaunt of
their exp “andl their hatinms to our eommen heritige.

You are a nation which does great honour to poets, which does ao repard
them a5 odd sports of nature until they are long dead and buried. There are,
rio douht, many poets here toaight, 18 it not time thar you shared the tichness
and variety of vour language and song, poor things though transkations may
be | and may there, to ook ar the obverse of the coin, be o tendency, arising
from sengitivencss und pride, to overstress che things which separate s,
There are undoubeedly fural industrics which are peculiarly Welsh, coracle
making to take an extreme example, but there are also many industries in
Wales, and more that should be there, that have the same characternstics amd
the same needs as their fellows in other parts of Great Britin, T plead, Sie,
for the channel in which the warer flows both ways,

We bave been thinking of the distincrively Welsh way of life, the product
of the eacial origins of its people, the conformation of s land, irs climate,
its natural resources and its history, Do we think enough of & way of living
for the countrymen and women' of Wales, of providing variety of occupatine
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in the ruml aread a3 well 25 in the industrial south ? As you know, this must
be the eoad of approach along and over the dyke for the Development Comemis-
sion 3 fior their Act directs them to promote economic development in relarion
toy ngriculiure, rusal industries and fisheries and to use all orher means ra that end.

Tn the field of sgriealioal develog the Comnissi are proud to
luve taken their part in colliboration with the Apricultural Departments
in framing the scheme which led to the building vp of the whole system of
apricultural research and advisory services in Great Britsin and in maling
their concribution to the cupital expenditure needed for the expansion of
agriculiural and veterinary education, | nced not remind yon the place
which the Welsh Plant Breeding Institute has won for itself in the internaticnal
world of research; of the services which Welsh Apricultuse owes o the
Colleges ar Aberystwyth and Bangor, in particular; of the influcnée on Welsh
farming praceice of the Farm Tnstitutes,  In framing and carrying through their
pulicy of gid for agricoliere the Commissioness oweil & beavy debt 1o Mr,
Henry Jones-Davies of Carmarthenshire, for so many vears the Welsh member
of the Comimission and still President of the Welsh Agricalturgl Orpaaisation
Society. By 1946 the C TEEH came bo the lusinn that, epeciall
with the firm eatablishment of the Agricultural Research Council avcump!fshen(.
they should now withdrew from this ficld in order to give more attention
0 other aspects of rueal development,  They continoe, however, 1o recommend
aid o lhcl\\"clah Agricultural Organisation Socicty, which has found a ready
response to the methods of eo-opemtion which suit the needs and remperament
of Welsh Farmers so well.  The Sociery is applying the eo-nperative technique
in a_number of new and adventurous ways, I am not sure how sieong ase
the links berwesn the Society and the Rural Community Councils or, to be
frank, whether Community Councils may be combining is closely with the
organised farming industey 35 o whole, as it is most cleacly essential thae they
should do.  This is 1 matter on which the Conference may throw light.

The Commissioners aré alse deeply concerned in the Intercsting and
important experiment o firming on the estate basis, with small daieying anirs
and central servicing and guidance, which is being started in Anglesey by
Welsh Apsicultare dnd Induseries; and may [ remind you that the Congiration
of this Company, debacred from distributing profiss, is such that theough
subsidiades it can initinte other experi whether in agricul orinindustry,
The Company stasted wich the good-will of all agricultoral interests, and it
i an example of development in setion, You have explained 1o me, Sir,
that Opern especially suits the Welsh penius, becavse it 1% a combinesion of
music, drama and rhetorie, These are essentials in the life of any cultivated
people; bur they have special valve and sipnificance when they ane the
accompaniment to action rather than when they are expressed in prolonged
periods of recieative, to which perhups we are all prone,

The cenreal peoblem of raral Wales 15, if 1 have read arvighe, the problem
of rural depopulstion and this has been thrown inta steong celief by the report
of the Councll for Wals and Monmouthshite, Among the bitter and
challenging facts to which the Council draws attention is the one thar the
proportion telative to the total popelation of these who lefi roral Wales berween
1811 and 1948 iz nearly us high e thae of those who lest the whale of Wales
including the industrial arcas, and that this migeation was accompanied by a
decline of & per cear in the rurl population.  Morecver, the Coaneil finds
that migration seill cottinues in spate of the compurative prospenty of agri-
culture and the rise in 1949 in the number of tegular male workers in agriculture
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These who leave are mainly the younger male workees and the younger
women. ‘The Council refers po the special investigation in Brecon made by
the Resewrch Divisian of the former J\‘ﬁnis(q‘ of Town and Country Planning,
Again the drift From the area of young peaple of hoth sexes, despite prosperity
in farming, i recorded, and the conclosion fn reached that the main cause
miust be dissatisfaction with existing socinl conditions and & dislike of watking
in isolation,  Unfortunately the Commissioners are not able to help in regard
tr the has i 'y toads, port und electricity—b
in regard to new apportunities of employment they are anxious to give every
aid thar their powers and fonds allpw,  As regerds ¢he typical industries
and crafts of the decp countryside, the Council sefee to the reduction in the
number of craftimen due 1 the hreak-up of lange estares and o the need for
ceatres. with pood workshaps. where those who ein nervice agricultural
propertics (bricklnyers, carpenters, joiners and orhes) might come together
wnd uce in co-operation, and of other centres which would provide for the
maintenance. snd even the hive of agricultural plant und machinery. The
Welsh Agricultural Organisation Sociery have, 1 wm sure, ulso been thinking
sicng these lines and 1 cannoe help wondering whether there shoald pot be
eollaboration berween Rueal Community Councils and the Sociery in findi
ways and means of meeting the needs of small faemers, whether of the hill
and marinal lands or of the lower lands and walleys, for serviess which the
I af lind imy and vse will call for and may have great
difficulty in finding. The Council for Walea and Monmouthshire are still
pursying their inguiries and they did not féel able ac this stage o make any
definite dat] garding the | fuction of new indostri They
drew atcention, however, 1o the possible handicaps to be faced, such as
additional freight charges fvlved dn the tansport of mw materials and of
manufactured ponds, sad the possibly higher costs, s compared with those
in recognized industrial areas, ot essential scovices such as electriciey, Professor
Beacham, however, in hig survey of “ Industries in Welsh Country Towns,”
which was finunced from the Development Fund and is reviewed by Sir
Wynn Wheldon in the corrent issue of " The Village,”" while expressing the
view that theve is listle scope for the further development of native industries
dependent on bulky mw materials, such as grain milling, saw-milling, the
manufacture: of milk products, wmoning, brewing o the making of mineral
waters, of for industries on o large scale which sequite the imporetion: of
heavy ials, does see passihilites in * foar-l " industry, * which,™
as he puots it * generlly does aot feel isell strongly pulled by economic
eonsidesations to any particular location.”  Professor Heachaw hrings us, 1
suggest, to the core of onr problem of providing for ways of living as well
a5-a way of life for Welth countrymen and countrvwomen, when he says thar,
failing some further industrinlization (of course of the vight kind) in country
towns, " it is difficalt to see how the drift from the connteyside is 1o be arrested.
and how the rural population is to be provided with thote amenities for work
and lebsure which are Jay o led, i Iy, the G g

a8 you, Sir, know particularly well, recommended fonds some two years ago
te the Survey Council for Rural Wales for investigations bearing on the
influence of country towne on the amenitics of the surrounding areas and the
first reports of the Survey Council have just been reccived.

The Development Commissioness have felt strangly the nced for diversity
of oceupation in the countryside. parricalarly for members of the families of
theise engaged in farming, who themselves have other interests and skills. It
was for this reason that they promoted the surveys o which | have
referred; but they have alsn, since they weee asked st the end of the war by
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Sir Stuford Cripps m give arention to the special problem of what are rermed
“pockets of unemployment * in Welsh rural areas, atempred 1o make some
practical esperiments with the object of attracting or smring new mdustries
ar developing those which exist. In this very difficalt experimental ficld 1
have been greatly belped by most waluable contscts with the North-West
District Committee of the Welsh Board for Industry, and they also had the
advantage of persoml consultation in Shrewshury in 1950 with the Chafrman
of the Council for Wales and Monmouthshire and the Chairman of that Council’s
panels. Loans have been made available to the Local Authorities at Blasnau-
Frestiniog and in the Mantlle Valley for the erection of small facsory units
with the necessary services and these ave now being built. The carper industry
at Blagnau has also been re-organised and provided with loan capital and 1t
is hoped that it will give us comparative data for the operation of hand and
michine lnoms which will be of great value in judging how best similas indus-
tries might be smrted elsewhere. The provision of switable small factory
sﬁ:m: and services-may help; as it has done in the development areas, to artract
the industrislist to come to Wales or provide for the expansion of an existing
industry, bur we are left with the problem of encournging Jfared initiarive in
seatting industries which depend on an intimate knowledge of the needs and
resources of the countryside, It seemed that what might be needed here
was & small full-gime Secretariar and an active and well intormed Development
Association for all Rural Wales, It has, however, been decided, as you will
have read in the press, not o take setion umtil the Couneil for Wales and
Monmouthshire has carried its inguiries furthes.

These, then, are some of the facets of the stubborn problem of arresting
rural depopulation znd providing ways of living for the Welsh co min
and wonsn, Yoo know well that the Commissioners realise ta the full thar
the enrichment of the Welsh way of life 13 the essential complement to . satis-
facrary way of livelibood., I have seressed the economic sspects of Welsh
development because a study of the reports of Welsh Rural Community Councils
has led me to wonder, probably through sheer iznomnce, whether Community
Councils, who are doing so much for rural induseries in the nurrower sense ;
for village halls, which aee the essential framework on which communicy life
depends ;. for music; deama, the eare of the sreing and the general welfare
ok the villages, sre yet making their full conteibution in the sphere of planning
und economic development, If ic & literally teue in each county that the
Rural Community Council is actively tepreseatative of the stamrory and
voluntary bodies, if the Executive Committees of Rurul Community Councils
and their seaffe have the confidence of the Local Aurhorities, then, as independent
bodies who are all the rime in the most intimare touch with the villages, they
can surely play o umique purt in guiding plans, so thas all the relevant facts and
considerations and the human needs are before the authorities, and in helping
o foaces and bring to success new forms of industry and occupation,  The
evidence which the Commissioners have recently been taking from Rural
Community Councils has shewn what can be done by hringing together local
nuthorities at all levels with village people to discuss and interprer development
plans.

1 have seferred, in Particuiar. to development plans, but planning of this
type is only one cxsmple of the way in which the volume of recent legisiation

ects intimately the people of our yillages or mare scattered communiries.
The evidence which the Commissioners have heard points to the need for
personal advice on the rights of the countryman under a wide variery of new
Acrs, on the services he may laim, on the duties he owes and on' the part
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which he can play in enaurm;, that country needs and coantry eonditions
are wnderstood, not only in general but in detail. Tt would seem that country
people like to consulr, If they can, one well-known and teusted friend, perhaps
not always too near a neighbour, on many different matters,  The mlloel af
i Rural Community Coancil cannot at once answer their questions, bot he
can find the answers, Tn the best sense he can be an intermedinry, & good
contact man. Here is a veal opportunity, whether it be in relation to footpaths,
the physically handicapped, legal sid or old people’s welfare, [ reallse only
ton well the swain which these services ofnmghbourhmss and informed
advice enmail. Even the necessary contacts cannot, [ suggest, be made by
the Secretary alone.

Tt has been suppested that countey penple are confissed by the visits of 2
suceessinn of atganisers and experts. Dr. Alwyn Rees, in his book * Life
ina \("c!sh Coaneryside,” has ssid +—

“The abtence of real society in d circles is also in
the diversity of organisers, maintained by official and unofficial bodics,
wh visit the parish in tum, each offering is own particulsr brand of social
activit an adult class—to study any subjece under the sun, with locil
vfllm 2 Youth Club, 0 Young Wales Club, a Young Farmers' Club, a

omen’s Institate, a Branch of the Farmery' Union, [t is' profoundly
significant that none of these amvmcs ia designed }m‘ the  commingley. g8
awhole  They App!:ll, iwvely, ta the mrd}m d, the young,
the young farmers in lm:ucu]ar the women, and the farmers—che Old Age

Pensioners' Club has not vet srwived, Each loeal group established in this

way 8 linked arganfiationally with others of the same Type in other locali-

s and with o cenieal office. The officials of rhe varicus organisations

may meet omsmll}' At SOme county or national ® eo-ordinating

committee,” but there 8 nothing to tie the Iocal unirs together on the spor,
oF o ||nuf the one to the other, Tnder_d ane rv{tcn finds them in comperi-

& |

tion, and there are sevesal hamibets in B where &
af them has been established, each op (hc mma of its predecessar.  Thus
does madern society try toinstil new Tife i sitle by

o it its own spcr_uhsmg It is true khnl rh: pre-industrial rurl :n\'_n.1\

also had its itinerant specialists in the ars and crafts, buc these, far from

founding new social groups, wers canfent to enrich the native life a3 they

found it on the hearth and at other nwecting places.™

1 have not made reference 1o fisheries, hot 1 would like you 1o kaow that
constant attention is being given by the Commissioners to ways of assisting
their development and improvement, through research (you are probably
familiar with the piosecring work in shellfish development of the Conway
Station of the A\[:msu:} of Apriculture and Fasheries), through c:H)p:leon
in buying requisites and marketing fish (maintenance grants are given from
the Development Fund to the Fisheries Organisation Society to-stimulite
and assist co- tion among fishermen), and Lhmugh betrer harbour facilities,

You have listened with grear patience and restraint to the very chyious
considerations affecting furure policy which T have outlined, 1 am pushing,
1 ko, an open doce when T sapgest thar during this ccm:rr_fml:e and afterwards
we should give attention to fuller opportunities for * eaming a living in the
Wielsh countryside,’” o nse the adminible phrase of the Tural Induseries Bareay,
0o less than o preserving and adorning the Welsh way of life thar we should
seck for opporunitics of exchanging knowledge and experience and should
ask ourselves whether our contaces with agriculeure, with rural plinsing,
with economic development and with the manifold activities of central and
Ineal aurhorities are as cloce and as profitable as they might be.  If we do this,
we shall. perhaps, find that our journeys here have been really secessary
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MUSIC IN WALES
by Dr, Srowey Noaricore.

Music fn Wales is, instinetively; o domestic art, 2 commusal activicy, &
sative enjoyment rarher than o purely creative culf or intellectual purcir,
It has heen harnessed, in the main, to some powerfol native institations which
are still with us,  Few will deny the inflacnce of esteddfodan, whether nationsl
ot loeal; of the cymanfa gann; of the university music departments w Aber-
vsrwyih, Bangor and Cardiif; of the chaml eneegies of industeial Wales ;- and,
ut & fater date, of the Council of Music now shom of much of its-former pawer:

It can be said, both with pride and some regreer, that the best musical
prodects of the Elsteddfod and the universities have mainly * gone for expore.”
The established English orchestoas; as well az Covent Gazden, Sadlers Wells
and the like, pwe much to the Principafity. Moreoyer,; the musical enthusiasm
of many English schools is due, not infrequently, 10 the xeal of Welsh-trained
teachers. Al this is quite understandible, Wales = tno small, snd s rueal,
to sustain any extensive professional musical fife for the somewhar prolific
mugical genlos of her children,

Thiz does nor excuse, though it may partly explain, the untidy musiel
prowress of Wales over the past forry years.  Complaceney may not recopnise
any decline. Condemnatory eriticlsm often exagperates the disease without
supppesting any femedv.  Inany event. extremes of opimon cannot promote
undertanding.

uite recently, a young Welsh composer of unisual talent, was complaining
that there was 0o tmdition of Welsh music on which to daaw. T, 5. Eliot
has reminded us that ** tradition cannot be inberited and if you want it you must
obtain it by great labour, It involves, in the first place,” he poes on, © the
orical sense, .. ..and the historical sense invalves a perception, aot only
of the pastness of the pase, bot also ifs re.””  The complaint was utrered
in Swanses, where once lived De. Vaughan Thomas, who, with his Crwyddau
and Sacth 0 Ganenon, was well on the wiy toos unique and guthentic Welsh
art-melody, But then, one remembers with no linke dismay, that his lovely
Strisg Quintet, first heard in South Africa some twenty years ago; has yet to
be poblished in Wales. Perhaps the mme fute awaits David de Lloyd's
schalarly experments with & kind of instiumental penillion,

Can it be that Wales is too concerned with the pustness of the past?  And
is that why the idolatry of Josepl Parry, being nurtured on sentiment and not
fiscriminati seems to igh the recognition of his far more efficient
successors ¥ Mappily, there are some signs to the contran. The Welsh
BRC, and the Arts Coureil are doing o grear deal to improve public taste
and Luldﬂsmnd.in#:. The Welsh MNarional Opera Company  increases its
efficiency and with every perfs e it gives, OF the Cardiff
Acadermy. of Music are is, perhaps, not so sure, Wheze it does not averkap
the waork of the university musie department it s difficult to see how it can
challenge comparison with the Hoyal schoals and colleges in London, which
are as accessthle to moss parts of North and Mid-Wales o5 is Cardiff frself,

Bu it is the inflexibilicy of some of the older nsthwtions which gives rise
to anxiety.  The university music depurements, paturally enough, tend to be
mure concerned with musicology than with music making.  But the Nutiooul
Esteddfod 15 in danger of becoming an anachronism when it oughe to e an
active and progressive foree in eatablishirr musical wste and sundards.  Some
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of the more Imposrant Jocal eisteddfodan are showing commendable cnrerprise,

though the cheice of test pieces and the out-dated categories of evenrs do need
uvechauling, And far too many of the small eisteddfnday have for their
raion oeive the mising of funds for local charities;  As % consequence, musical
standards are quite forgarten in the choice of haekneyed irems und remipting
prize money just to artrace entries.  Is it not time to form o federtion of
cisteddfdan whieh, by alliance with the British Federation of Festivals, woold
ain much from the Lhmm}, efficiency and progressive stundards of a0 many
of the English competitive festivals ?

The cymanfu gann, which in the past has helped to establish o Welsh
hymnody of seal heauty and power, weill continues, o often, 1o perpefuste
Welsh anthems which are quite banal, if not blasphemous. But 1 have no
doubt that Welsh chapel chairs could er.nq 4 new and thrilling fervency
the vase eatalogue of sacred choral which ds-at hand for their exploning,

Two further developments aré worth considering.  If music fn Wales
is rightly regarded as a social art i5 there room for some kind of council of
the anuateur ares, which could bring order and information toa mass of unrelared
effore e Perhaps the Weish Council if Social Servive might consider this idea,
And, instend of emulating craining in other 1 feel
the ideat thing for Wales u.nu'ld be a small residential college ; a musical power-
bouse where professioml and amateur alike could go for short courses of
specialised instruction or for mastercoumses in some pasticular aspects of
mausical rechnique and #0 on,  The menral stimulus and artistic refreshment
afforded 1.1', such opportunitics: would send them buck o their work in the
field with invi d zeal and a ive purpose.

Fimally, 1 would say that the Welsh choral traditions of the first decade
of this century are due for a revival,  But though they may draw their strength
from the past, their furere hope must rest on the purpose of the present,
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RURAL INDUSTRIES BUREAU
WELSH TEXTILES

by Srexcma | Hor
Tesbwival Offtcer— Rnwal Indusirier Bureaw

The ealm reaction to the tersific price Auctuations of wool i amazing,
a5 although there has heen no stable basis on which to conducr business; there
have been no signs of panic in any gquarter,

“T'o the layman an sppareatly obyvious answer to high wool costs is to use
other fibres and so reduce the price of the finished cloth, but in Wales this
would not only be difficulr, but highly: dangerous.  Synchetic fibres available
10 uge for blending with wool are also in very shorr supply, and as would be
expected, have incrensed in’ price almost a8 much as wool, The sulphur
shormage alone hnfl}hycnl havoc with the production of many of these fibres,
and it is difficult if not impossible for anyone to obtain supplies unless they
had previous contcts with the manufucturers

The blending of the various rayons in staple form, the pea-not fhre, ardil,
or any of the other man-made fibres, with the exception of nylon, cn all be
reparded a8 adulterants to the quality of the cloth produced, and few of the
sriills in Wales are equipped ro wse nylon in the blends,  There would be litcle
advanmge in price, even if they could obtain this muoch sought-afier fibre.
Eet there be no doubr on this matrer, these synthetic wool hlends, even when
used by the masters of the tmde nn the most up-to-date’ machinery in the
country, still make an inferioe eloth to the all-waonl eloth.  In Wales the mills
wse all virgin wool, and as such, enjoy a4 eermin mndjng because of that.
Take that away from them and we will find them in the highly dangerous
position of losing what s perhaps their mast valuahle attraction to the discerning
public. ‘The Welsh manufacrorer mkes great pride in the article he produces,
und considering the handicaps under which he works, this is « highly justifiable
pride, and he would abhor the idea of adulteraring his wool by using synthetic
varns, which would reduce the quality of his doths, In certain other parts
oF Britain, the textile manufacturers take the same pride in whar they can do
1o pmducc a reasonahle article from inferior maresials, and we have the dum
in certain pares of the shoddy trade thar " I §t's got two ends we'll spin it,”
bt I am sure that os far as Wales is concerned, they agree with the Internationat
Wool Secretariat that © there #s no substitate for Wool ™ and ler us help them
keep that ** Virgin Waool."

Most of the mills are © soft-pedalling ™ at the moment until the wool
sitwation becomes elearer and i s doubtful if moch progress will be made
wnril his time. Technical assistance has been given to seveml factories
and all but a few of the more inaccessibile mills have been visited at leas: once,

The information gathered during these visits has preved very valuable in
formulating the future policy for belping the mills to develop.

Ome of the fiest steps that has been vaken, is to circulare to the mills excracts
from the Urility Schedules—immediately they are issued. This, on the face
of it, is # simple matter, but it has ment listing the product and requirement
of each mill, the relevane i ion and incloding o simplified
explanation of what is meant. Many of the mills have cxpressed their appreci-
ation of this service, and it has encouraged many to enter into the Utility Trade
for the first time, and so escape from the burden of Purchase Tax,
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The cbsolote machinery used in muny of the mills, i 2 grear ohstacle to
our work, and owing to the gencral situntion, it is o dificult problem o
weereome.  Slight progreess s being made on this side, and possibly a future
use of the RLLFE, etc., will help the progress, but it must of necessity
be 2 slow and cantions husiness, a5 we cannot hope in 4 short dme to overcome
the handieap of thirty vears’ nepligence,  Again, if one or two mills in cach
district can be belped and encouriged 1o rencvate their machinery within
the bounds of their preductional requircments and within the rejion of their
financial sushilicy, the other mills will wateh with interest and i the improve-
ment is successful, they will in time follow, One of the smuller mills in

“armarthenshive is plating dnstalling 2w Dobcrass loom, not ond
heeause be requires it for his produetion, but also because he feels that it mﬁ
encourage some of the larger mills in his area to purchase necasionally o maw
piece of machinery, instead of buving the * throwouts ' of Yorkshire which
aften peove expensive in upkeep.

of cducatlon; not the thenrerical ion for management, bu

0f a practical natuse for the opertives, At the moment, few of the more
modern type of machines are being used at more than 60 per cent efficiency,
workers can be trained to use the existing machinery, and the newer rypes
which we hape will be installed, in 2 more efficient manner both from the view
0f quality and quantity of production, it will withour doube act at & blood
transfusion to the industry

Very closely allied 1o the problems of the 1 li h is the ?uemcm
t

During the last few months It haz become even more evident that there
15 & erying need in the industry for some scheme, or fimncial help, to enable
wotkers ot foremen in these small mills to teceive 8 thirs course of training
an the practical side of their work. There is 0 tendency ar the moment for
wuite a few of the small mills g fight the (in their opinion) enming slamp by
installing new or more modern machinery, and this tendency should be given
every assistance possible and the most pracrical assisrance would be in the
Geld of teaining,  There 1% also the poine that in mills contatning, say, Dobcross
Inome, the operative i by no means familiar with his lonm as his training hus
heert handed down to him or he has leame by practical expericnes, but the
inherent weakness in this 3 his insbility to s or tune his machine on any
new type of work, as all his knowledge is hounded by past experience in
specific cloths,  The meet suitable eraining would be a short (one, two, three
airhs) course in an establishment such as the Production Unit of the Scottish
Woollen Technical Colleze where he would be given concentrated practical
training on the hineey theee. The machinery in this Unit includes both
the latest up-to-date machines and also older machinery of the same type that
15 used in the Welsh mills. By thia trining the long and very valuahle practical
experience of these workers would be augmented and woold act as a spur
to better and more cfficlent workmanship in the mills and also smonth the way
for farther developments. These short courses would, ar this stage, prove
mare valuable than the sending of individuals steaight from schoolon longer
couries lasting ane, two, or even three vears, as aithongh this type of course
will prove to be of great use ro the industry later, ar the moment the short course
1o i mtive would be & quicker, more widespread, and more peaceical
means f?;lving educational assistance.

The guestion of evenlng classes has been examined and it was decided
that a scheme should be deawn out, and all srrangements concluded in time
for commencement in the Autumn of 5. The size of this scheme is limired
by the very few lecturees who arc availible to give instraction, but further




efforts will he made In the coming monchs to enlise the interest and assisrance
of more people in the indistry oo this side,  Practical tuition on design an
machinery has aleéady been ‘given b;’ the Borcau Stafl during visits to the
mills, and also in the evenings in the districts being visited, This tuition
had been asked for by individual workers, and was 30 some instanees piven
in theit own homes | it may be stased that once the ice has been broken the
difficulty has been to restrain their eagerness for instriction, as in two cases at
least, work in the evenine tended 1o extend past midnight.

Hedp will be piven alsa by enlisting the use af the Film Libzary of the
International Woal Secrerariat and giving film shows in cthe village centres
of the tmde; followed up later by lecrures from the Wool Secresaniat’s team of
eravelling lecturers, Thete lecturs and filmd rend to be of o mither general
mature, but will prove useful in showing by film, how the industey is carvied
on in other parts of the country; as few of the workers have seen inside other
mills, even m their own districes, and alio in arousing the interest of both the
people whe work in the mills and those members of the public who live in o
textile districe,

The textile toom in-the Plas, Machynllech, s being fireed with an exhibicion
stand, ete., on which will be displaved choden samples of Welsh wexsiles, We
hope to incorporate with this, subsidiary exhibits of an educationsl ature
which can be displayed here, and also be easily transported to other parts of
Wales. ‘The type of exbibit envisaged here 15 a lenpth of cloth contsining
fanlty. and, sde by side with this, cuctings showing the stges of " daming ™
in these faults, ending with the finished coth with all faulis repaiced, or &
sample showing the bars cunsed by weaving solid wefts with one shutale, and
any other faults which are prevalent in the industey, thus shewing vi.-m:]ir
the methods of nvoiding, or repairing these faulrs. These exhibirions will
be ea-ordinated with the work which will be done in the labaratory now being
firted in the Plas.

A new form of supphying the mills with Design Particnlars has heen formue-
Tnted in the shape of o princed sheer laving out all dewils necessary for the
manulacture of the design supplied on cheir request, together with the suggested
* finishing ** procedure; ete,

The crying need for design and enlour education of pmctcally all the
Welsh mills is a difficult problem to tekle as the large propartion of the Tooms
are of the " sinple shutele * type, which does not allow much scope for puttern
desipn, there always remains, howrr:r..wigg-srbons for colour Improvement
and considerable wark has been done, both for the mills equipped with the
simple type of Ioom and also for the mills possessing * multiple box ™ looms,
and the ndvice piven has produced some very worchwhile: results.

The Bureau has been azked 10 undertake the responsibility of administering
the Welsh Industries Fund held by the University College of Wales.  The details
of training requirements were worked out in eonsultation with Dr. Marrindale
andd members of the Swff of the Production Unic of the Sconish Woollen
Technical College.

The srandard pracrical training courses will be modified and shortened
o suit the small Welsh mill, snd the scheme sdopted i+ as follows =—
(1) YarN MANUFACTURERS :
Carding 2 months
Spinning




() Weavmg:
Ancillary processes
Weaving an power loom

Tuning 2 months
Warping
Winding
(3 Damniwg:
'ractice and basic design 4 monthe
The cost of rining cin be tabulited ax :—
L o= d
Training Fees : . o 110 0 perweek
Haotel or Lodging casts .. .t 240 0 per week
Total L4 0 0 perweek
£32 0 0 per 2 months
Travelling Expenses a per 2 month
sraining period
per persan

As there i no allowance made here for loss of wages, and s the siall mill
cannot be expected to make up the wages in each case while losing the produc-
tive capacity of that worker, and us the workers will in most cases have Anancs
commitments, i.e., familics, dependant relations, ete,, the problem was put o
2 mecting of the Welsh R.C.C. Secreraries held at Llandnndod during April,
and they appeared to e confident that the money for this side could be found
in the individual counties.




FINANCE
The Statement of Accounts shows that the work of the Couneil deseribed
in this report involved an expenditure of CZ3600 Hs. 5d.  This expenditure
was made from funds derived fram the following sources -

Grants L s d
Developrient Fund, M.lmsr_q af As:ncu]turr and
Fisheries .. 7560 0 0
Ministry of F.r]u::mnn 5D T - . 1500 0 0
Glamorgan County Couwncil .. 2 24 3 5022 0 0

Carmarthenshive County Council

The Carnegie United Kingdan Trast =
National Corporation for the Care of Old People - .
Narional Playing Fields Association .
Mational Council of Social Service ..

Arts Coundl - ) o e v

Festival of Britin 1‘.].-,t 6, <5 i . 55 8 0
Voluntary Income

Donations from Womens Clubs . s S 661 13 1

Subscriptions and Donations o sy o 196 5 10

Fees Eamed—Drama Library o o o M 125

Fees Earned by Stall ..
Rent—Sub-letting it
Sale of Surples Equipment .
Miscellaneous

Wireless \ppu.n]—oiﬂ ‘J"mple- 5 W |:|fﬂr=

Balance Brought Forward March 3ist, 1960

30
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